The Background For Elders

Understanding the history of
elders in the Bible

Understanding The Background
Elders served many functions for their
societies.
Heads of Families/Nations
Spiritual Representatives
Rulers
Advisors
Judges

Heads of Families/Nations
Genesis 50:7 "So Joseph went up to bury his father;
and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the
elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of
Egypt,"
Numbers 22:7 "So the elders of Moab and the elders
of Midian departed with the diviner‟s fee in their hand,
and they came to Balaam and spoke to him the words of
Balak."
Exodus 12:21-22 "Then Moses called for all the elders
of Israel and said to them, “Pick out and take lambs for
yourselves according to your families, and kill the
Passover lamb. And you shall take a bunch of hyssop,
dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the
basin. And none of you shall go out of the door of his
house until morning."

Spiritual Representatives
Exodus 3:16 "Go and gather the elders of Israel
together, and say to them, „The Lord God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob,
appeared to me, saying, “I have surely visited you
and seen what is done to you in Egypt;"
Exodus 24:1 " Now He said to Moses, “Come up to
the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from
afar."
Deut 21:1-9

Rulers
Numbers 11:16-17 "So the Lord said to Moses:
“Gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel,
whom you know to be the elders of the people and
officers over them; bring them to the tabernacle of
meeting, that they may stand there with you. Then I will
come down and talk with you there. I will take of the
Spirit that is upon you and will put the same upon
them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with
you, that you may not bear it yourself alone."
2Samuel 5:1-3 " Then all the tribes of Israel came to
David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Indeed we are
your bone and your flesh. Also, in time past, when Saul
was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out
and brought them in; and the Lord said to you, „You
shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over
Israel.‟ ” Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the
king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with
them at Hebron before the Lord. And they anointed
David king over Israel."

Advisors
1Kings 12:6-8 "Then King Rehoboam consulted the
elders who stood before his father Solomon while he
still lived, and he said, “How do you advise me to
answer these people?” And they spoke to him, saying,
“If you will be a servant to these people today, and
serve them, and answer them, and speak good words
to them, then they will be your servants forever.” But
he rejected the advice which the elders had given him,
and consulted the young men who had grown up with
him, who stood before him."

Judges
Deut 19:11-13 “But if anyone hates his neighbor, lies
in wait for him, rises against him and strikes him
mortally, so that he dies, and he flees to one of these
cities, then the elders of his city shall send and bring
him from there, and deliver him over to the hand of the
avenger of blood, that he may die. Your eye shall not
pity him, but you shall put away the guilt of innocent
blood from Israel, that it may go well with you.”
Deut 25:7 “But if the man does not want to take his
brother‟s wife, then let his brother‟s wife go up to the
gate to the elders, and say, „My husband‟s brother
refuses to raise up a name to his brother in Israel; he
will not perform the duty of my husband‟s brother.‟”

