
The Gospel in a Pagan World 

Acts 13-15 



Celebrating unbelief.. 

ÅEvidence unbelief growing worldwide  
ïWestern Europe, Japan é mere fringe 

ïSweden, Denmark .. 19%, Germans 24%, 
Italy 26% (America 66%) 

ïEngland ï only 1 million attend church  

ïLiberalization of churches  

ïIncrease of explicit sex in films 

ÅñDeath of Christianityò (?) 



Book of Acts é  

ÅEarliest history of the church ..  

ÅLuke, a Gentile convert (2 volumes).. 

ÅTimeline é  

ïJesusô death, resurrection ï 30 A.D. 

ïDay of Pentecost (Acts 2) ï 30 A.D. 

ïConversion of Saul ï 33-34 A.D. 

ïNow about 15 years later ï 47-48 A.D. 

 



Early success of gospel.. 

ÅJerusalem church grew amid opposition 

ïDeath of Stephen.. Saulôs conversion 

ïGospel in Samaria, Judea .. 

ï1st Gentiles (Acts 10-11) ..  

ÅHow will the gospel do when it faces .. 

ïForceful opposition ..  

ïFalse doctrine .. 

ïFalling out among its leaders .. 



The Gospel survives  
forceful oppositioné 13-14 

ÅActs 13:1-4 Now in the church that was at Antioch 
there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 
Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord 
and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to 
Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them." 3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and 
laid hands on them, they sent them away.  
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