The Acts of the Apostles

Lesson 14 Handout: Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey Begins

Acts 15:3616:40

Lesson 14 Answers:

1. After agreeing to return to the churches from the first journey, Paul and Barnabas had a
disagreement over what?
Paul and Barnabas disagreed on whether to take John Mark with them since John
Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia during the first missionary trip.

2. How was this disagreement solved? Barnabas thoin Markand Paul toolSilas

3. Where did Barnabas go? Wieedid Paul go?
Barnabas and Mark went to Cyprus and Paul and Silas went through Syria to Cilicia.

4. In Lystra, Paul meets Timothy. What were the bona fides of Timothy?
Themother[of Timothy]was Jewish and a believieut whose father was a
Greek.The beligersat Lystra and Iconiurepoke well of him.

5. Why did Paul have Timothy circumcised when Paul himself attended the Jerusalem
Council and agreed with the decision that Gentiles need not be circumcised? Does it
seem incongruous that in verse 4 it statesul and Silas showed the apostolic letter to
the local churches but Timothy was circumcised?

Since the father of Timothy was Greek, and well known in the community, Paul had
Timothy circumcised since in many cities where they were going, the first plage t
went was the Jewish synagogue; the Jews would accept Timothy since he was
circumcised, a concession to prejudiced Jews. The difference with Titus NOT be
circumcised was that both parents of Titus were Greeks and so it could not be
guestioned whether Tus was or was not circumcised.

6. Why did these churches continue to grow?
Paul encouraged the brethren and showed them the letter from Jerusalem stating
Gentiles did not have to follow Mosaic laws and traditions.

7. Why had the Holy Spirit prevented this si@nary team from entering Asia Province?
The answer is not plainly stated. However, the need in Macedonia was greater at the
time. Perhaps the Spirit was sending someone else into the Asia Province.

8. Is the Spirit of Jesus different from the Holy Spirit?
Yes. The scripture indicates the Holy Spirit in one verse guided them and in the next
verse indicated the Spirit of Jesus guided them. They are different personalities
working together to increase the reach of the gospel.
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9. After arriving in Troas, Paul hadvision. What was this vision? How did Paul interpret it?
G/ 2YS 20SNJ G2 al OfeRPay hab seényhi viios, fydtteatsn ¢
at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the
gospelto them.

10.What was the rote and method from Troas to Philippi?
From Troasve put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day
we went on to Neapolis:rom there we traveled to Philippi.

11.What is the significance of Philippi being a Roman colony?
A Roman colonig an extension of Rome where many Roman retirees and military
lived. Most were Roman citizens. Latin was the primary language spoken.

12.Why would they expect to find a place of prayer near the river? Was there no Jewish
synagogue there?
When there were noenough Jews in a city to form a synagogue, meetings were
arranged near rivers for convenience.

13.Who was the first convert in Philippi?
Lydia was the first convert, a seller of purple cloth, from the city of Thyratira.

14.Since the slave girl positively mmdied Paul and Silas as men of God, did she really have
the gift of fortunetelling?
It seems so because the scripture says she had a spirit that controlled her.

15.Why did Paul remove that spirit from the slave girl? What was the reaction of her
owners?
Paul became annoyed that for day after day she shouted that they were men of God
and had the keys to salvation. So Paul excised the spirit. The owners became very
upset because their means to money making was gone; they created a riot in front of
the town magistrates.

16.The city magistrates had Paul and Silas beaten with rods and jailed. What were their
reactions while in jail?
Paul and Silas were praying and singing to God.

17.Around midnight, there was a supernatural earthquake that broke all the locks and
chains. Paul stopped the jailer from killing himself. What direct action occurred from the
teaching of Paul?
The jailer and his household were baptized.

18.Why did the magistrates come themselves to ask Paul and Silas to leave the city?
Remember: Roman citRoman citizens, and Roman law.
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Paul and Silas were Roman citizens and Roman citizens cannot be beaten by rods and
must have a trial and be found guilty before any kind of punishment exacted. The
magistrates had broken Roman law and were frightened.
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Cameo 14

By Salem Acuff
April 12, 2023

PHRYGIA

Phrygia was district in centralAsia Minor, part of the Roman province of Asia after the death
of Attalus iii (133 b.c.e.), the last kingRérgamum. A Jewish community was established in
Phrygia no latethan the end of the third century b.c.e. According to Josephus, Antiochus iii
(the Great) transported 2,000 Jewish families from Mesopotamia and Babylonia to "the
fortresses and most important places” of Phrygia and Lydia.

Several important Jewish inscrigns in Greek have been discovered in Phrygia, mostly from
graves. One, dated 2489 c.e. warns that if anyone should desecrate the tomb, "may the
curses written in Deuteronomy [cf. ch. &R] be upon him."
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Mysia

Mysia was amncient district in northwesAnatoliaadjoining the Sea of Marmaran the north
and theAegean Sean the west. A vague inland perimeter was bounded by the districts
of Lydiaon the south andPhrygiaand Bithyniaon the east. Mysia designated a geographic
rather than a political territory anéncompasedAeolis,Troas, and the region
surroundingPergamum.

Troas

Troas washte chief city in the Northwest of Asia Minor, on the coast of Mysia in the Roman
province of Asia. From here, according to Acts 16:8, Paul sailed. Here, also, according to Acts
20:512, Paliraised Eutychus from the dead. The name Troas was not confined to the town
itself, but it was also applied to the surrounding district, or to that part of the coast which is
now generally known asthe Troad.¢ KS f I yR 2F ¢ NP & ®¢

In 133 BC Troas came intee possession of the Romans, and later, during the reign of
Augustus, it was made a Roman colonia, independent of the Roman governor of the province of
Asia.
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Troas ruins today
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Samothrace

SamothraceModern GreelSamothraki Greek island in the northerdegean Seaff the
Thraciancoast. It forms aimos(municipality) in the East Macedonia and Thrace (Modern
Greek: Anatoliki Makedonia kai Thraigyiféreia(region). The island is geologically complex,
consisting chiefly of ancient granites, clayey deposits, and softer volcangciaisit Hot springs
are located near the north coast. Near its center the island rises to 5,250 feet (hg&@fs) in
Korifi Fengéri (Fenéri Peak), the highest peak in the Aegean.

The rocky island of Samothrace in the northern Aegean Sea was homeS3artictuary of the

Great Gods, enigmatic deities who were thought to grant protection to seafarers. Archaeologists
have found evidence of a mystery cult dating to at least as early as the seventh century B.C.
within the sanctuary.
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A seconecentury B.C. lmmze coin unearthed in the sanctuary depicts a seated goddess who
was likely one of the Great Gods worshipped on Samothrace.
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Neapolis

Neapoliswvas atown on the northern shore the Aegean, originally belonging to Thrace but later
falling within the Roman province of Macedonia. It was the seaport of Philippi, and was the first
point in Europe at which Paul and his companions landed.

The town lay some@Roman miles from Philippi, with which it was connected by a road leading
over the mountain ridge named Symbolum, which separates the plain of Philippi from the sea.
The chief cult of the city was that of "The Virgin," usually identified with the Greleknis.

See photo below dkavala (Neopolis of the Bibj®aul sailed into this port city (Acts 16:11)
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Philippi

Philippiwas an importantity in easternMacedonwhich flourished in thedellenisticRoman,
andByzantinePeriods. Situated between the Strymon and Nestos riversgitiyevas valued in
antiquity for its nearbygold mines. Site of the famouBattle of Philippi at the end of theoman
Republic, the city prospered in the Roman imperial era and, after a visit frddad{.became
an important center okarly Christianity.

A

¢CKS (G2aGFf LRLIzZ FdA2y 2F tKAfALLIA 4G GKS GAYS
making up about 20% of the population (Verhd®jlippj 9, 12).

Pictured below ishie Roman forunof Philippi,Macedon. In the background are the remains of
the large Bsilicafrom 550 CE.
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A stretch of theVia Egnatian Philippi(Greece)s show below.The Via Egnatia crossed

the Romanprovinces of Illyricum, Macedonia, and Thrace, running through territory that is now
part of modern Albania, the Republic of Macedonia, Greece FamdpearTurkey. It was built

by a Roman senator Gnaeus Egnatius, who served as praetor with the powers of proconsul in
the newly conquered province of Macedonia in the late 140s BCE.
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Thetheatre of Philippi,Macedon pictured below, wabuilt during the reign oPhilip llin the
4th century BCHt would have seated 2008000 people.
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¢ KS & NI RAdFRadlvind Sikas at MNligipicyired below.
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Thyatira

Thyatira was a city of tradggople, with guilds that included wolorkers, linerworkers,
makers of outer garments, dyers, leatheorkers, tanners, potters, bakers, slastealers, and
bronzesmiths. It was known for its rich purple dye for cloth.

Acts 16:1415 mentions that when Paul and Silas were in Philippi, a woman named Lydia, who
was a seller of purple cloth from Thyatira, listelnte Paul's preaching and came to faith in the
Lord, and invited them to stay with her.

A photo of the city remains is shown below.
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The Roman Empire Agriculture and Food

By Matthew A. Mcintosh
July 10, 2019

Introduction

Roman Agriculturéescribes the farming practices aficient Rome, an era that lasted 1000
years. From humble beginnings, tReman Republit609 BCE to 27 BCE) ardpire (27 BCE to
476 CE) expanded to rule much Béirope, northerrAfrica, and theMiddle Easteand thus
comprised a large number of agricultural environments of whichMeeliterranean climateof
dry, hot summers and cool, rainy winters was the most commothiwihe Mediterranean
area, a triad of crops was most importargrains,olives, andyrapes.

The great majority of the people ruled by Rome were engaged in agriculture. From a beginning
of small, largely selufficient landowners, rural society becameminated bylatifundium,

large estates owned by the wealthy and utilizing mostly slave labor. The growth in the urban
population, especially of the city of Rome, required the development of commercial markets
and longdistance trade in agricultural prodts; especially grain, to supply the people in the

cities with food.

The “Delightful” Life

Agriculture in ancient Rome was not only a necessity, but was idealized among the social elite as

a way of life Ciceroconsidered farming the best of all Roman ocatigns. In his treatis©n

5dziASa3x KS RSOfFNBR GKIFIG a2F tf GKS 200dzLJ GA
F ANR Odzf GdzZNBZ y2yS Y2NB LINRFAGFEOESY y2yS Y2NB
When one of his clients was derided in dolor preferring a rural lifestyle, Cicero defended

O2dzy GNE fAFS I a adKS (Sl OKS Npagifoni§ Qilgghtlay ez 2 F A
iustitia)]. Cato,ColumellaVarroand Palladiusvrote handbooks on farming practice.

In his treatiseDe agiculturad a hy CIF NYAY 3Ié>X HYR OSyGdz2NE ./ 0% [}
contained avineyard, followed by an irrigated garden, willow plantation, olive orchard,

meadow, grain land, forest trees, vineyard trained on trees, and lastly acorn woodEmalsh

Rome relied on resources from its mgmpvincesacquired through conquest and warfare,

St Ke w2Ylya RS@OSt2LISR 0KS flyR Ay Lalfte (2
the city of Rome constituted a huge market for the purchase of fo@dRHzOS R 2y LGl £ Ay
Land ownership was a dominant factor in distinguishing the aristocracy from the common

person, and the more land a Roman owned, the more important he would be in the city.

Soldiers were often rewarded with land from the commanttery served. Though farms

depended on slave labor, free men and citizens were hired at farms to oversee the slaves and

ensure that the farms ran smoothly.

Crops

Grains
Staple crops in early Rome wargllet, emmerand speltwhich are species of wheat. According
to the Roman scholavarro,common wheatind durum wheatwere introduced tdtaly as crops
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about 450 BCBurum (hard) wheat became the preferred grain of urbami@ns, because it
could be baked into leavened bread and was easier to grow in the Mediterranean region than
common (soft) wheatGrains, especially baked into bread, were the staple of the Roman diet,
providing 70 to 80 percent of the calories in an ageraiet.Barley was also grown extensively,
dominating grain production in Greece and on poorer soils where it was more productive than
wheat. Wheat was the preferred grain, but barley was widely eaten and also important as
animal feed.

Olives

The Romansrgw olive trees in poor, rocky soils, and often in areas with sparse precipitation.
The tree is sensitive to freezing temperatures and intolerant of the colder weather of northern
Europe and high, cooler elevations. The olive was grown mostly near thédvtadean Sea.

The consumption of olive oil provided about 12 percent of the calories and about 80 percent of
necessary fats in the diet of the average Roman.

Grapes

Viticulture was probably brought to southern Italy and Sicily by Greek colonists, but

the Phoenician®f Carthagean northernAfricagave the Romans much of their knowledge of
growing grapes and making wine. By 160 BCE, the cultivation of grapes on large estates using
slave labor was common in Italy and wine was becoming a universal drirk Rothan Empire.

To protect their wine industry, the Romans attempted to prohibit the cultivation of grapes
outside Italyput by the 1st century CE, provinces suctspainand Gaul(modern day France)

were exporting wine to Italy.

Other Crops

The Romanslso grew artichoke, mustard, coriander, rocket, chives,
leeks,celery,basil,parsnip,mint, rue,thymeW¥ NB Y 2 ig&d\jBofpl, dil Asparagus,
radish, cucumber, gourd, fennel, capers,onions,
saffron,parsleymarjoram,cabbagelettuce, cumin,garlicF A 34X W! NXY Sy Al yQ
apricots,plums,mulberries, andgeaches.

Farming Practices

In the 5th century BC, farms in Rome were small and faomityed. TheGreeksof this period,
however, had started usingrop rotationand had large estatesv 2 Y S Q& O 2Gaihag®, i ¢
DNBESOSs IyR GKS |1 StftSyAaidAaA0 9FLad Ay GKS oN
methods. Roman agriculture reached its height in productivity and efficiency during the late
Republic and early Empire.

Farm sizes iRome can be divided into three categories. Small farms were frayhOBBiugera.
(Oneiugerumwas equal to about 0.65 acres or a quarter of a hectare). Medilmed farms
were from 8@500 iugera. Large estates (callatifundia) were over 500 iugera.

Inthe late Republican era, the numberlafifundiaincreased. Wealthy Romans bought land
from peasant farmers who could no longer make a living. Starting in 200 BRytine
Warscalled peasant farmers away to fight for longer periods of time.
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Cows providd milk while oxen and mules did the heavy work on the farm. Sheep and goats
were cheese producers and were prized for their hides. Horses were not widely used in farming,
but were raised by the rich for racing or war. Sugar production centered on beekgemd

some Romans raised snails as luxury food.

The Romans had four systems of farm management: direct work by owner and his family;

tenant farming orsharecroppind y ¢ KA OK (KS 2gySNJ IyR | Syl vyl
forced labor by slaves owndyy aristocrats and supervised by slave managers; and other
arrangements in which a farm was leased to a tenant.

CatotheEldeé I f a2 1y2¢6y a a/l G2 GKS / Syaz2Ni#ow ol a |
late Roman Republic and described his view airan fof 100 iugera. He claimed such a farm

aK2dz R KIF@S al F2NBYlLYy>I || F2NBYlIYyQa gAFSI GSy
man in charge of the willow grove, one swineherd, in all sixteen persons; two oxen, two donkeys

for wagon work, onedork@ T2 NJ 0 KS YAff @g2N] ®¢ 1S faz &l AR
presses fully equipped, storage jars in which five vintages amounting to eight hundred cullei can

be stored, twenty storage jars for win@ess refuse, twenty for grain, separate cangs for the

jars, six fibercovered hallamphorae, four fibeicovered amphorae, two funnels, three

basketwork strainers, [and] three strainers to dip up the flower, ten jars for [handling] the wine

2dzh OS X ¢

Trade

There was much commerce between the proesof the empire, and all regions of the empire

were largely economically interdependent. Some provinces specialized in the production of

grains including wheat, emmer, spelt, barley, and millet; othekgine and others irolive oll,

depending on the sbtype. Columella writesinhisS a4 wdza A Ol = a{ 2Af GKF G 2
wet is not unsuited to the growing for winter wheat and spelt. Barley tolerates no place except

2yS GKFG A& £22a8S I yR RNE®E

Pliny the Eldewrote extensively about agriculture hisNaturalis Historidrom books Xl to XIX,
including chapter XVIII, The Natural History of Grain.

Greek geographestraboconsidered theéPo Valleynorthern Italy) to be the most important
SO2y2YAOlLtte& 0SOFdzaS al ff mieSsha&epfioaal, Beeause hé f > 0 dz
az2Af A& a2 ¢Sttt dEiruiabadhdawsoil gokdSor whka. Pdicyne Soil 2 F

in Campanianade it wellsuited for wine production. In addition to knowledge of different soil

categories, the Romans alsook interest in what type of manure was best for the soil. The best

was poultry manure, and cow manure one of the worst. Sheep and goat manure were also

322R® 52y 1S@ YIydaNBE gFa o0Saild F2NI AYYSRAIFGS dza:
crops, but acordingtoa  NOdzd ¢SNBYy GAdza +F NNB>X Ad o6l a GSNE
LIN2EY20GS&a | KSF@e 3INRPgGK 2F INraa LXFyda t£A1S
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Economics

In the graingrowing area of north Africa (centered on the ancient citafthage, a family of

six people needed toultivate 12 iugera/ 3nectares of land to meet minimum food
requirements (without animals)f a family owned animals to help cultivate land, then 20 iugera
was needed. More land would be required to meet subsistence levels if the family farmed
asshasecroppers. IMAfrica Proconsularis the 2nd century AD, onthird of the total crop went

to the landowner as rent.

Such figures detail only the subsistence level. It is clear that large scale surplus production was
undertaken in some provinces, suchtasupply the cities, especially Rome, with grain, a

process known as th€ura AnnonaekEgypt, northern Africa, an8icilywere the principal

sources of grain to feed the population of Rome, estimated at one million people at its peak.

For yields of wheathe number varies depending on the ancient source. Varro mentions 10:1
seedyield ratio for wheat as normal for wealthy landowners some areas of Etruria, yield may

have been as high as 15:1. Cicero indicatégerrema yield of 8:1 as normal, and 10n

exceptionally good harvest. Paul Erdkamp mentions in his BbekGrain Market in the Roman

Empire, that Columella was probably biased when he mentions a much lower yield of 4:1.

I OO2NRAY3I (2 9ONR{IYLE /[ 2fdzvyStf lerslftlepfaiitSR G2 YI {:
compared to wine. His argument induces him to exaggerate the profitability of vineyards and at

the same time to diminish the yields that were obtained in grain cultivation. At best Columella
provides a trustworthy figure for poor soilsia g2 NEG > KAa SadAYFIdiS Aa y2

Average wheat yields per year in the 3rd decade of the century, sowinggiB&a of seed, were
around 1,20kg/ha in Italy and Sicily, 1,7k@/ha in Egypt, 268g/ha inCyrenaica, Tunisia at
400kg/ha, and Ageria at 54kg/ha, Greece at 62Kg/ha. This makes the Mediterranean very
difficult to average over all.

An agricultural unit was known adausfundusmentioned byVarroas a great estatéa/Vhich
can be interpreted as katifundiaor at 500iugeraor around 125 hectares because this is the
land limit imposed byliberius Sempronius Gracchasstribune in 133 BCE.

In 99 there was an Egyptian crisis due to inadequate flooding.

tftAye GKS | 2dzy3SNJ adldSR GKIF GO 7F2uMonybefgdd AG &1 ;
YR YIAyu-AYSR GAGK 93B8LIIAlLY FTARED® | 25 SOSNE K
bAfS AGad NAOKSaX KSNI odzaAySaa Aa yz2id G2 ltf2g

Mechanization

The Romans improved crop growing by watering growitants usingqueducts. An increasing
amount of evidence suggests that some parts of the industry were mechanized. For example,
extensive sets ahills existed irGauland Romeat an early date to grind wheat into flour. The
most impressive extant remasroccur aBarbegaln southernFrance, nearArles. Sixteen
overshotwater wheelsarranged in two columns were fed by the main aqueduct to Arles, the
outflow from one being the supply to the next one down in the series. The mills apparently
operated fromthe end of the 1st century AD until about the end of the 3rd centlihe
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capacity of the mills has been estimated at 4.5 ton8afr per day, sufficient to supply enough
bread for the 12,500 inhabitants occupying the town of Arelate at that time.

Verticalwater wheelswvere well known to the Romans, described\ayruviusin hisDe
Architecturaof 25 BC, and mentioned Bliny the Eldem hisNaturalis Historiaf AD 77. There
are also later references to floating water mills fr@yzantiumand tosawmlls on the river
Moselle by the poetAusonius. The use of multiple stacked sequences\adrse overshot
water-wheelswas widespread in Roman mines.

There is evidence from basliefs that farmers in northern Gaul (present day France) used a

kind of aubmaticharvesteror reaperwhen collecting ripe grain crops. The machine, called the

GO ttdzae 2N a3l ftAO Gt dza € Jreveripéopld. ILdd- NBy G & A\
the earsof grain without thestrawand was pushed bgxenor horses. Pliny th&lder mentions

the device in theNaturalis HistoriaXVIll, 296. Possibly because the vallus was cumbersome and
expensive, its adoption never became widespread and it fell into disuse after the 4th century

CE. Scytheand sickleswere the usual tools foharvesting crops.

Acquiring a Farm

Aristocrats and common people could acquire land for a farm in one of three ways. The most
common way to gain land was purchase the land. Though sorwaver class citizendid own

small pieces of land, they often fouitdoo difficult and expensive to maintain. Because of the
many difficulties of owning land, they would sell it to someone indhistocracy who had the
financial backing to support a farm. Though there were some public lands available to the
common persa for use, aristocrats also tended to purchase those pieces of land, which caused
I ANBFG RSHE 2F GSyairzy o0SieSSy GKS (g2 Ofl aa
the political tensions and civil wars of the last century of the Roman RepDishdgther way to
acquire land was as a reward for going to war. High rargatdjersreturning from war would

often be given small pieces of public land or land in provinces as a way of paying them for their
services. The last way to obtain land waotigh inheritance. A father could leave his land to

his family, usually to his son, in the event of his death. Wills were drawn out that specified who
would receive the land as a way of ensuring that other citizens did not try to take the land from
the family of the deceased.

Aristocracy and the Land

Though some small farms were owned by lower class citizens and soldiers, much of the land

was controlled by the noble class of Rome. Land ownership was just one of many distinctions

that set the aristocracy apli FNRY (GKS f2gSNJ Of FaaSaad ! NAaidz20
K2t RAYy3a Ayd2 fFNHSN) Y2NBE LINRPFAGI olfwds FI NYa Ay
considered a point of pride to own not just the largest piece of land, but also to have land that
grewhigh quality produce. ABlarcus Cat@s N2 1S a6 KSyYy (KS& g2dzZ R LINI A 3
LIN} AaS G221 GKAA F2N¥Y WD22R KdzZiolyR 3I22R T N
YSy FyR (KS & dzNIRef&masiwouidpriodude & Makiety @@y degeading on

the season, and focused on trying to acquire the best possible farm under the best possible
conditions. Cato discusses many of the primary focuses of the farmer and how to distinguish a
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great piece of land. He notes that a good farmmairst take precious time to examine the land,

looking over every detail. Not only did the land need to be perfect for purchase, but the
YSAIKO2NERE YdzAG YFAYyGFrAYy GKSANI FIFNya a ¢Sttt o
gStt 1 SLI Pékindty Ry adpiede dillahdzhadito2aB®o take into consideration the

weather of the area, the condition of the soil, and how close the farm would be to a town or

port. Careful planning went into every detail of owning and maintaining a farm in Roman

culture.

Running a Farm in Rome

While the aristocracy owned most of the land in Rome, they often were not present at the
farms. With obligations as senators, generals, and soldiers at war, many of the actual
landowners spent very little time working on their fagnThe farms instead were maintained

by slavesand freedmenpaid to oversee those slaveBhe overseer of the farm had many
responsibilities that coincided with maintaining the land. He was responsible for ensuring that
the slaves were kept busy and foismving conflicts between them. An overseer had to be
dependable and trustworthy in that the land owner had to know that the person he hired to run
the farm was not going to try to steal any of the produce from the farm. Overseers were also
responsible foensuring that both servants and slaves were properly fed and housed, and that
they were assigned work fairly and efficiently. They had to ensure that any orders given by the
owner of the land were followed diligently and that everyone on the farm honored

the godscompletely and respectfully, which Romans believed was necessary to ensure a
bountiful harvest.

The majority of the work was done by servants and slaves. Slaves were the main source of labor.

In Roman society, there were three main ways to abtaslave. The first and possibly most

common way to gain a slave waslioy one on the market. Slaves were purchased at auctions

and slaves markets from dealers or were traded between individual slave owners. Another way

slaves were acquired was througbngjuest in warfare. AKeith Hopkingxplains in his writings,

many landowners would go to war and bring back captives. These captives were then taken

oFO01 2 w2YlFy UOGSNNAG2NER yR SAGKSNI a2fR (2 Iy
farm. The final way a slave could be obtained was through birth: if a female slave gave birth to a
OKAf RZ dKIG OKAfR 0SOIFYS LINRLISNI& 2F GKS att+r g
were not citizens was not considered to adulteryunder Roman law(and Ronan wives were

expected to tolerate such behavior), so there was no legal or moral impediment to having
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Slaves were relatively cheap to use because they were progbdy;treatment depended on

the humanity of their owners, who met the needs of their slaves on what they cared to spend,

not what they had to. Overseers motivated slaves by imposing punishments and by giving
NEBEgFNRaA® LT GKS 20SNESSNJ aSida KfhaaldwsiQthe | I Ay
YIFAGSNI Ydzad y24 €SG KAY 32 dzyLddzy A a KSR dé

Lesson 14 Complete Page 21



The Acts of the Apostles

Problems for Farmers

Roman farmers faced many of the problems which have historically affected farmers up until
modern times including the unpredictability of weather, rainfall, and pests. Eer@so had to

be wary of purchasing land too far away from a city or port because of war and land conflicts. As
Rome was a vast empire that conquered many lands, it created enemies with individuals whose
land had been taken. They would often lose thainis to the invaders who would take over

and try to run the farms themselveshough Roman soldiers would often come to the aid of the
farmers and try to regain the land, these fights often resulted in damaged or destroyed

property. Land owners also facedNR2 6 f SY&d A GK afl @S NBoStftAzy
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repeatedly fought on Italian soil all contributed to the destruction of traditional agricultural
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Seven Greco-Roman Mystery Cults
By Zar dulu

June 13, 2017

The ancient Grec®omanmystery religionsvere a group of secret cults that worshipk$ser
known gods outside the official pantheons. Because members were banned from discussing
their beliefs and practices with outsiders, details of their activities are now scarce, but
scholarsspeculatethat initiates were given some form of secret knedgie, handled sacred
objects, and acted out sacred stories to gain favor with their deity and to secure a better
afterlife.

While participation in these cults is believed to have ended with the rise of Christianity, their
influence is still evidentinsacS 1 @ Q& SARSALINBIR FLFLaAOAYylFGA2Y A0
Here are seven of the most influential GreRoman Mysteries and some of what little we know

about them.

CULT OF CYBELE

Cybele, or Magna Mater, came to Greece around the 5th century B@EHe ancient Inde
European people known as the Phrygians. She was believed to reside on mountaintops where,
accompanied by lions, she ruled over the natural world. She is often depieteghe is

abova holding a primitive tambourine, which is fittingnse rituals associated with her

included loud, percussive music and frenzied dancing. Worshippers of Cybele also participated
in the taurobolium, a ritual bull slaughter that according to one (admittedly hostile) late Roman
account involved initiates posining themselves below the bull and showering in its blood.

The cult of Attis was a later addition to the Cybele mythos. Attis was a mortal who spurned
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testicles andlie. Eventually, Cybele had a change of heart and petitioned Zeus to allow Attis to

be resurrected. As a result, all priests of Cybele during this era performed the same cutting,

often publicly, in hopes of being reborn one day themselves.

CULT OF SABAZIOS

The cult of Sabazios originated with the Phrygians and Thracians of Eastern Europe but was
known in Greece by thith century BCE. Sabazios is depicted as a nomadic horseman, often
battling a serpent. Like many of the gods worshiped by mystery cultse #ire no surviving

myths related to him only a brief historical reference saying that his initiates practiced ritual
serpent handling. There are also several somewhat mysterious examples of metal sculptures
called "hands of Sabazios," which have symbitaias decorating the palm and fingertips, such
as snakes, frogs, lizards, human figures, pinecones, and lightning bolts.

ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES
TheEleusinian mysteriesere the longestunning and most popular of the mystery cults. They
were devoted to thevorship of the goddess Demeter, who was believed to have given
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agriculture to humans, bringing them into civilized existence. The most prominent myth
associated with Demeter is the kidnapping of her daughter, Persephone, by Hades. Demeter's
search eventudy brought her to the ancient Greek city of Eleusis, and to the underworld. It was
said that during this time her failure to attend to the crops caused the fall season, but when she
emerged with Persephone she was able to attend to the crops again, ugherine spring.

Though details are scarce, it is believed that this myth was acted out in ceremonies at Eleusis,
with the symbolic harvesting of grain being a focal element. Some suspect this was done while
initiates were under the influence of hallucinergs. The Eleusinian mysteries were abolished by
the 4th century CE by the Roman emperor Theodosius the Great.

A cult also developed around Despoina, the daughter of Demeter and Poseidon, said to have
been conceived while both parents were in the form ofges. This has led some to believe she
was the vestige of an ancient equine goddess. The details of her worship are unknown, and
even her name is not exactly accuratber true name was only told to initiates, none of whom
ever repeated it.

MITHRAISM

Mithrasis perhaps best known for being worshipped by the Roman army as the protector of the
empire, but his origins can be traced to the earlier Persian god Mithra, and he is probably
related to the Hindu god Mitra. There are no surviving myths about Mithvasse cult was
established in the Roman world by the 1st century CE, and everything we know comes from
images in underground templeaves callednithraeum. These images generally depict the god
stabbing a bull in the neck and meeting the sun, with the tizthem dining on the bull

together. Occasionally, a scorpion is depicted stinging the bull's testicles as a dog licks the bull's
blood.

CULT OF ISIS

Isisis a goddess of Egyptian origin who developed a wide following in Greece and Rome after
about 300 BCEsShe had prominent temples, a dedicated priesthood, and devoted followers. She
was believed to influence fertility and agriculture, but as her worship spread to new areas, this
changed to fit the needs of her followers. Her most vkelbwn myth deals witlthe death of

her husband, Osiris, and her efforts to resurrect him. This myth was ritualistically acted out by
initiates of her cult, who shaved their heads, wore linen uniforms, and played Egyptian
percussion instruments callesistrums.

Closely relatedio the cult of Isis was that of Serapis. A lover of Isis, he was equal parts Greek
and Egyptian, and is thought to have been introduced as a way to unify the two cultures.
Harpokrates, the son of Isis and Serapis, is often depicted holding his fingdni®lpg as if

to remind their initiates not to reveal their secrets.

CABEIRI MYSTERIES

TheCabeiriwere a group of gods worshiped primarily on the Greek islands, most prominently

on Samothrace and Lemnaas well as elsewhere in Greece and Asia Minor. They were most
commonly depicted as Axiocersu and his son Cadmilus, although sometimes depictions included
two females, Axierus and Axiocersa. Popular with seamen, initiation into their mysteries
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promised séety from the misfortunes of the sea, and their worshippers also engaged in
purification and fertility rituals. Their secrets were wegllarded, so little else is known about
them and their followers.

DIONYSIAN MYSTERIES

Dionysus, the god of wine, repreged the primitive nature of humans, which his followers
believed was accessible through wine's ability to lower inhibitions. He was also believed to have
power over death, as a result of being torn to pieces by titans and then resurrected by his
father, Zais. Like the other mysteries, a great deal about his worship remains unknown, but
some aspects were practiced publiclfrenzied, drunken orgies, the playing of instruments

called bullroarers, and the sacrifice of animals using a delbéeled axe followeddy the

drinking of their blood mixed with wine. In art, Dionysus is often depicted in a procession of
satyrs and women wearing animal skins, with ivy wrapped around their brows and holding staffs
with pinecones on top.

The Dionysian mysteries eventuallyoéved into theOrphic mysteries, which were established

by about the5th century BCE. These cults dealt with the worship of Orpheus, a legendary

musician who was said to have established the Dionysian mysteries. The Orphics, as they are

called, lived an scetic lifestyle, leaving behind the decadent practices of their predecessors.

They believed that humans were divine, created from the ashes of the titans who murdered
S5AZzyeadzad ! yF2NIldzyl iStex GKSe& a2 meySEn®eNRAGSR
of their rituals included the actual or symbolic dismembering of a person representing Dionysus,

who was then understood to be reborn.
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Arcana Mundi: Magic and the Occult in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Collection of
Ancient Texts

By Georg Luck

Review by Valentin Bewick

Magic, miracles, daemonology, divination, astrology, and alchemy were the
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In this pathbreaking collection of Greek and Roman writings agio and the

occult, Georg Luck provides a comprehensive sourcebook and introduction to

magic as it was practiced by witches and sorcerers, magi and astrologers, in the

Greek and Roman worlds.

In this new edition, Luck has gathered and translated 13Ceanhtexts dating

from the eighth century BCE through the fourth century CE. Thoroughly revised,
this volume offers several new elements: a comprehensive general introduction,
an epilogue discussing the persistence of ancient magic into the early Christian
and Byzantine eras, and an appendix on the use of raltating substances in
occult practices.
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Also added is an extensive glossary of Greek and Latin magical terms.

In Arcana Mundi Georg Luck presents a fascinatirapd at times startling
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ignore the darker and, to us, perhaps, uncomfortable aspects of everyday life in
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witchcraft, the fear of daemons and ghosts, the wish to manipulate invisible
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Greek and Roman Necromancy
By Daniel Ogden
Review by Valentin Bevkic

In classical antiquity, there was much interest in necromatiey consultation of

the dead for divination. People could seek knowledge from the dead by sleeping
on tombs, visiting oracles, and attempting to reanimate corpses and skulls.
Ranging over manof the lands in which Greek and Roman civilizations
flourished, including Egypt, from the Greek archaic period through the late
Roman Empire, this book is the first comprehensive survey of the subject ever
published in any language.

Daniel Ogden surveyke places, performers, and techniques of necromancy as
well as the reasons for turning to it. He investigates the dzased sites of

oracles of the dead at Heracleia Pontica and Tainaron, as well as the oracles at
the Acheron and Avernus, which probabbnsisted of lakeside precincts. He
argues that the Acheron oracle has been long misidentified, and considers in
detail the traditions attached to each site.

Readers meet the personrgkal or imaginedof ancient necromancy: ghosts,
zombies, the earliestampires, evocators, sorcerers, shamans, Persian magi,
Chaldaeans, Egyptians, Roman emperors, and witchesGioreto Medea.

Ogden explains the technologies used to evocate or reanimate the dead and to
compel them to disgorge their secrets. He concludg&xamining ancient beliefs
about ghosts and their wisdogheliefs that underpinned and justified the

practice of necromancy.

The first of its kind and filled with information, this volume will be of central
importance to those interested in the rapidixpanding, inherently fascinating,
and intellectually exciting subjects of ghosts and magic in antiquity.

The Religion of the Mithras Cult in the Roman Empire: Mysteries of the Unconguered
Sun

By Roger Beck
Review by Valentin Bewick
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Beck describes Mithraism from the point of view of the initiate engaging with the
religion and its rich symbolic systamthought, word, ritual action, and cult life.
He employs the methods of anthropology of religion and the new cognitive
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symbolism, which has been the principal subject oinésy previous
publications on the cult.
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