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Lesson 14 Handout: Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey Begins 
 

Acts 15:36-16:40 
 

Lesson 14 Answers: 

1. After agreeing to return to the churches from the first journey, Paul and Barnabas had a 
disagreement over what? 

Paul and Barnabas disagreed on whether to take John Mark with them since John 
Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia during the first missionary trip. 
 

2. How was this disagreement solved? Barnabas took John Mark and Paul took Silas. 
 

3. Where did Barnabas go? Where did Paul go? 
Barnabas and Mark went to Cyprus and Paul and Silas went through Syria to Cilicia. 
 

4. In Lystra, Paul meets Timothy. What were the bona fides of Timothy? 
The mother [of Timothy] was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a 
Greek. The believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him.  
 

5. Why did Paul have Timothy circumcised when Paul himself attended the Jerusalem 
Council and agreed with the decision that Gentiles need not be circumcised? Does it 
seem incongruous that in verse 4 it states Paul and Silas showed the apostolic letter to 
the local churches but Timothy was circumcised? 

Since the father of Timothy was Greek, and well known in the community, Paul had 
Timothy circumcised since in many cities where they were going, the first place they 
went was the Jewish synagogue; the Jews would accept Timothy since he was 
circumcised, a concession to prejudiced Jews. The difference with Titus NOT be 
circumcised was that both parents of Titus were Greeks and so it could not be 
questioned whether Titus was or was not circumcised. 

 
6. Why did these churches continue to grow? 

Paul encouraged the brethren and showed them the letter from Jerusalem stating 
Gentiles did not have to follow Mosaic laws and traditions. 
 

7. Why had the Holy Spirit prevented this missionary team from entering Asia Province? 
The answer is not plainly stated. However, the need in Macedonia was greater at the 
time. Perhaps the Spirit was sending someone else into the Asia Province. 

 
8. Is the Spirit of Jesus different from the Holy Spirit? 

Yes. The scripture indicates the Holy Spirit in one verse guided them and in the next 
verse indicated the Spirit of Jesus guided them. They are different personalities 
working together to increase the reach of the gospel. 
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9. After arriving in Troas, Paul had a vision. What was this vision? How did Paul interpret it? 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ aŀŎŜŘƻƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΦέ After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready 
at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them. 

 
10. What was the route and method from Troas to Philippi? 

From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day 
we went on to Neapolis. From there we traveled to Philippi. 
 

11. What is the significance of Philippi being a Roman colony? 
A Roman colony is an extension of Rome where many Roman retirees and military 
lived. Most were Roman citizens. Latin was the primary language spoken. 
 

12. Why would they expect to find a place of prayer near the river? Was there no Jewish 
synagogue there? 

When there were not enough Jews in a city to form a synagogue, meetings were 
arranged near rivers for convenience. 
 

13. Who was the first convert in Philippi?  
Lydia was the first convert, a seller of purple cloth, from the city of Thyratira. 

 
14. Since the slave girl positively identified Paul and Silas as men of God, did she really have 

the gift of fortune-telling? 
It seems so because the scripture says she had a spirit that controlled her. 
 

15. Why did Paul remove that spirit from the slave girl? What was the reaction of her 
owners? 

Paul became annoyed that for day after day she shouted that they were men of God 
and had the keys to salvation. So Paul excised the spirit. The owners became very 
upset because their means to money making was gone; they created a riot in front of 
the town magistrates. 
 

16. The city magistrates had Paul and Silas beaten with rods and jailed. What were their 
reactions while in jail? 

Paul and Silas were praying and singing to God. 
 

17. Around midnight, there was a supernatural earthquake that broke all the locks and 
chains. Paul stopped the jailer from killing himself. What direct action occurred from the 
teaching of Paul? 

The jailer and his household were baptized. 
 

18. Why did the magistrates come themselves to ask Paul and Silas to leave the city? 
Remember: Roman city, Roman citizens, and Roman law. 
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Paul and Silas were Roman citizens and Roman citizens cannot be beaten by rods and 
must have a trial and be found guilty before any kind of punishment exacted. The 
magistrates had broken Roman law and were frightened. 
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Cameo 14 
By Salem Acuff 

April 12, 2023 

 

PHRYGIA 
Phrygia was a district in central Asia Minor, part of the Roman province of Asia after the death 
of Attalus iii (133 b.c.e.), the last king of Pergamum. A Jewish community was established in 
Phrygia no later than the end of the third century b.c.e. According to Josephus, Antiochus iii 
(the Great) transported 2,000 Jewish families from Mesopotamia and Babylonia to "the 
fortresses and most important places" of Phrygia and Lydia. 
 
Several important Jewish inscriptions in Greek have been discovered in Phrygia, mostly from 
graves. One, dated 248ς49 c.e. warns that if anyone should desecrate the tomb, "may the 
curses written in Deuteronomy [cf. ch. 27ς29] be upon him."  
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Mysia 
Mysia was an ancient district in northwest Anatolia adjoining the Sea of Marmara on the north 
and the Aegean Sea on the west. A vague inland perimeter was bounded by the districts 
of Lydia on the south and Phrygia and Bithynia on the east. Mysia designated a geographic 
rather than a political territory and encompassed Aeolis, Troas, and the region 
surrounding Pergamum. 
 

Troas 
Troas was the chief city in the Northwest of Asia Minor, on the coast of Mysia in the Roman 
province of Asia. From here, according to Acts 16:8, Paul sailed. Here, also, according to Acts 
20:5-12, Paul raised Eutychus from the dead. The name Troas was not confined to the town 
itself, but it was also applied to the surrounding district, or to that part of the coast which is 
now generally known as the Troad. έ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ¢ǊƻȅΦέ 
 
In 133 BC Troas came into the possession of the Romans, and later, during the reign of 
Augustus, it was made a Roman colonia, independent of the Roman governor of the province of 
Asia.  
 

 
Troas ruins today 
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Roman road to Troas that led to the harbor below 

 

Samothrace 
Samothrace, Modern Greek Samothráki, Greek island in the northern Aegean Sea off the 
Thracian coast. It forms a dímos (municipality) in the East Macedonia and Thrace (Modern 
Greek: Anatolikí Makedonía kai Thrakí) periféreia (region). The island is geologically complex, 
consisting chiefly of ancient granites, clayey deposits, and softer volcanic materials. Hot springs 
are located near the north coast. Near its center the island rises to 5,250 feet (1,600 meters) in 
Korifí Fengári (Fenári Peak), the highest peak in the Aegean. 
 
The rocky island of Samothrace in the northern Aegean Sea was home to the Sanctuary of the 
Great Gods, enigmatic deities who were thought to grant protection to seafarers. Archaeologists 
have found evidence of a mystery cult dating to at least as early as the seventh century B.C. 
within the sanctuary.  
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A second-century B.C. bronze coin unearthed in the sanctuary depicts a seated goddess who 

was likely one of the Great Gods worshipped on Samothrace.  
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The Hieron, or Sanctuary of the Great Gods, Palaiopolis, Samothrace.  

 

Neapolis 
Neapolis was a town on the northern shore the Aegean, originally belonging to Thrace but later 
falling within the Roman province of Macedonia. It was the seaport of Philippi, and was the first 
point in Europe at which Paul and his companions landed. 
 
The town lay some 10 Roman miles from Philippi, with which it was connected by a road leading 
over the mountain ridge named Symbolum, which separates the plain of Philippi from the sea. 
The chief cult of the city was that of "The Virgin," usually identified with the Greek Artemis. 
 
See photo below of Kavala (Neopolis of the Bible); Paul sailed into this port city (Acts 16:11). 
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Philippi 
Philippi was an important city in eastern Macedon which flourished in the Hellenistic, Roman, 
and Byzantine Periods. Situated between the Strymon and Nestos rivers, the city was valued in 
antiquity for its nearby gold mines. Site of the famous Battle of Philippi at the end of the Roman 
Republic, the city prospered in the Roman imperial era and, after a visit from St. Paul, became 
an important center of early Christianity.  
 
¢ƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ млΣллл ǿƛǘƘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ 
making up about 20% of the population (Verhoef, Philippi, 9, 12).   
 
Pictured below is the Roman forum of Philippi, Macedon. In the background are the remains of 
the large Basilica from 550 CE.  
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A stretch of the Via Egnatia in Philippi (Greece) is shown below. The Via Egnatia crossed 
the Roman provinces of Illyricum, Macedonia, and Thrace, running through territory that is now 
part of modern Albania, the Republic of Macedonia, Greece, and European Turkey. It was built 
by a Roman senator Gnaeus Egnatius, who served as praetor with the powers of proconsul in 
the newly conquered province of Macedonia in the late 140s BCE.  
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The theatre of Philippi, Macedon, pictured below, was built during the reign of Philip II in the 
4th century BCE. It would have seated 2000-3000 people.  
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¢ƘŜ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ of Paul and Silas at Phillipi is pictured below. 
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Thyatira 
Thyatira was a city of trades people, with guilds that included wool-workers, linen-workers, 
makers of outer garments, dyers, leather-workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and 
bronze-smiths. It was known for its rich purple dye for cloth. 
 
Acts 16:14-15 mentions that when Paul and Silas were in Philippi, a woman named Lydia, who 
was a seller of purple cloth from Thyatira, listened to Paul's preaching and came to faith in the 
Lord, and invited them to stay with her.  
 
A photo of the city remains is shown below. 
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The Roman Empire Agriculture and Food 
By Matthew A. McIntosh 
July 10, 2019 

Introduction 
Roman Agriculture describes the farming practices of ancient Rome, an era that lasted 1000 
years. From humble beginnings, the Roman Republic (509 BCE to 27 BCE) and empire (27 BCE to 
476 CE) expanded to rule much of  Europe, northern Africa, and the Middle East and thus 
comprised a large number of agricultural environments of which the Mediterranean climate  of 
dry, hot summers and cool, rainy winters was the most common. Within the Mediterranean 
area, a triad of crops was most important:  grains, olives, and grapes. 
 
The great majority of the people ruled by Rome were engaged in agriculture. From a beginning 
of small, largely self-sufficient landowners, rural society became dominated by latifundium, 
large estates owned by the wealthy and utilizing mostly slave labor. The growth in the urban 
population, especially of the city of Rome, required the development of commercial markets 
and long-distance trade in agricultural products, especially grain, to supply the people in the 
cities with food. 

The “Delightful” Life 
Agriculture in ancient Rome was not only a necessity, but was idealized among the social elite as 
a way of life. Cicero considered farming the best of all Roman occupations. In his treatise On 
5ǳǘƛŜǎΣ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǝŀƛƴ ƛǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƳŀƴΦέ 
When one of his clients was derided in court for preferring a rural lifestyle, Cicero defended 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƻŦ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜέ (parsimonia, diligentia, 
iustitia)]. Cato, Columella, Varro and Palladius wrote handbooks on farming practice. 
 
In his treatise De agricultura όάhƴ CŀǊƳƛƴƎέΣ нƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ./ύΣ /ŀǘƻ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŦŀǊƳǎ 
contained a vineyard, followed by an irrigated garden, willow plantation, olive orchard, 
meadow, grain land, forest trees, vineyard trained on trees, and lastly acorn woodlands. Though 
Rome relied on resources from its many provinces acquired through conquest and warfare, 
ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ wƻƳŀƴǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǇǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
the city of Rome constituted a huge market for the purchase of food prƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƻƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŦŀǊƳǎΦέ 
Land ownership was a dominant factor in distinguishing the aristocracy from the common 
person, and the more land a Roman owned, the more important he would be in the city. 
Soldiers were often rewarded with land from the commander they served. Though farms 
depended on slave labor, free men and citizens were hired at farms to oversee the slaves and 
ensure that the farms ran smoothly. 

Crops 

Grains 
Staple crops in early Rome were millet, emmer and spelt which are species of wheat. According 
to the Roman scholar Varro, common wheat and durum wheat were introduced to Italy as crops 
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about 450 BCE. Durum (hard) wheat became the preferred grain of urban Romans, because it 
could be baked into leavened bread and was easier to grow in the Mediterranean region than 
common (soft) wheat. Grains, especially baked into bread, were the staple of the Roman diet, 
providing 70 to 80 percent of the calories in an average diet. Barley was also grown extensively, 
dominating grain production in Greece and on poorer soils where it was more productive than 
wheat. Wheat was the preferred grain, but barley was widely eaten and also important as 
animal feed. 

Olives 
The Romans grew olive trees in poor, rocky soils, and often in areas with sparse precipitation. 
The tree is sensitive to freezing temperatures and intolerant of the colder weather of northern 
Europe and high, cooler elevations. The olive was grown mostly near the Mediterranean Sea. 
The consumption of olive oil provided about 12 percent of the calories and about 80 percent of 
necessary fats in the diet of the average Roman. 

Grapes 
Viticulture was probably brought to southern Italy and Sicily by Greek colonists, but 
the Phoenicians of Carthage in northern Africa gave the Romans much of their knowledge of 
growing grapes and making wine. By 160 BCE, the cultivation of grapes on large estates using 
slave labor was common in Italy and wine was becoming a universal drink in the Roman Empire. 
To protect their wine industry, the Romans attempted to prohibit the cultivation of grapes 
outside Italy, but by the 1st century CE, provinces such as Spain and Gaul (modern day France) 
were exporting wine to Italy. 

Other Crops 
The Romans also grew  artichoke,  mustard,  coriander,  rocket,  chives, 
leeks, celery, basil, parsnip, mint, rue, thyme ΨŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΩΣ  beets,  poppy,  dill,  asparagus,  
radish,  cucumber,  gourd,  fennel,  capers,  onions,  
saffron, parsley, marjoram, cabbage, lettuce, cumin, garlic, ŦƛƎǎΣ Ψ!ǊƳŜƴƛŀƴΩ  
apricots, plums, mulberries, and peaches. 

Farming Practices 
In the 5th century BC, farms in Rome were small and family-owned. The Greeks of this period, 
however, had started using crop rotation and had large estates. wƻƳŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Carthage, 
DǊŜŜŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IŜƭƭŜƴƛǎǘƛŎ 9ŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ оǊŘ ŀƴŘ нƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ wƻƳŜΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
methods. Roman agriculture reached its height in productivity and efficiency during the late 
Republic and early Empire. 
 
Farm sizes in Rome can be divided into three categories. Small farms were from 18ς108 iugera. 
(One iugerum was equal to about 0.65 acres or a quarter of a hectare). Medium-sized farms 
were from 80ς500 iugera. Large estates (called latifundia) were over 500 iugera. 
 
In the late Republican era, the number of latifundia increased. Wealthy Romans bought land 
from peasant farmers who could no longer make a living. Starting in 200 BC, the Punic 
Wars called peasant farmers away to fight for longer periods of time. 
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Cows provided milk while oxen and mules did the heavy work on the farm. Sheep and goats 
were cheese producers and were prized for their hides. Horses were not widely used in farming, 
but were raised by the rich for racing or war. Sugar production centered on beekeeping, and 
some Romans raised snails as luxury food. 
 
The Romans had four systems of farm management: direct work by owner and his family; 
tenant farming or sharecropping ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘŜƴŀƴǘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ǳǇ ŀ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΤ 
forced labor by slaves owned by aristocrats and supervised by slave managers; and other 
arrangements in which a farm was leased to a tenant. 
 
Cato the Elder όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά/ŀǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎƻǊέύ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎƳŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-to-
late Roman Republic and described his view of a farm of 100 iugera. He claimed such a farm 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ άŀ ŦƻǊŜƳŀƴΣ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ǘŜƴ ƭŀōƻǊŜǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻȄ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ ƻƴŜ ŘƻƴƪŜȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ ƻƴŜ 
man in charge of the willow grove, one swineherd, in all sixteen persons; two oxen, two donkeys 
for wagon work, one donkŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪΦέ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ άǘƘǊŜŜ 
presses fully equipped, storage jars in which five vintages amounting to eight hundred cullei can 
be stored, twenty storage jars for wine-press refuse, twenty for grain, separate coverings for the 
jars, six fiber-covered half amphorae, four fiber-covered amphorae, two funnels, three 
basketwork strainers, [and] three strainers to dip up the flower, ten jars for [handling] the wine 
ƧǳƛŎŜΧέ 

Trade 
There was much commerce between the provinces of the empire, and all regions of the empire 
were largely economically interdependent. Some provinces specialized in the production of 
grains including wheat, emmer, spelt, barley, and millet; others in wine and others in olive oil, 
depending on the soil type. Columella writes in his wŜǎ wǳǎǘƛŎŀΣ ά{ƻƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǾȅΣ ŎƘŀƭƪȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
wet is not unsuited to the growing for winter wheat and spelt. Barley tolerates no place except 
ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭƻƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊȅΦέ 
 
Pliny the Elder wrote extensively about agriculture in his Naturalis Historia from books XII to XIX, 
including chapter XVIII, The Natural History of Grain. 
 
Greek geographer Strabo considered the Po Valley (northern Italy) to be the most important 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άŀƭƭ ŎŜǊŜŀƭǎ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƛŜƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ millet is exceptional, because the 
ǎƻƛƭ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿŀǘŜǊŜŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ Etruria had heavy soil good for wheat. Volcanic soil 
in Campania made it well-suited for wine production. In addition to knowledge of different soil 
categories, the Romans also took interest in what type of manure was best for the soil. The best 
was poultry manure, and cow manure one of the worst. Sheep and goat manure were also 
ƎƻƻŘΦ 5ƻƴƪŜȅ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƛƴ 
crops, but according to aŀǊŎǳǎ ¢ŜǊŜƴǘƛǳǎ ±ŀǊǊƻΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŀŘƻǿǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ψƛǘ 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƎǊŀǎǎΦϥέ 
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Economics 
In the grain-growing area of north Africa (centered on the ancient city of Carthage, a family of 
six people needed to cultivate 12 iugera/ 3  hectares  of land to meet minimum food 
requirements (without animals). If a family owned animals to help cultivate land, then 20 iugera 
was needed. More land would be required to meet subsistence levels if the family farmed 
as sharecroppers. In Africa Proconsularis in the 2nd century AD, one-third of the total crop went 
to the landowner as rent. 
 
Such figures detail only the subsistence level. It is clear that large scale surplus production was 
undertaken in some provinces, such as to supply the cities, especially Rome, with grain, a 
process known as the Cura Annonae. Egypt, northern Africa, and Sicily were the principal 
sources of grain to feed the population of Rome, estimated at one million people at its peak. 
For yields of wheat, the number varies depending on the ancient source. Varro mentions 10:1 
seed-yield ratio for wheat as normal for wealthy landowners. In some areas of Etruria, yield may 
have been as high as 15:1. Cicero indicates In Verrem a yield of 8:1 as normal, and 10:1 in 
exceptionally good harvest. Paul Erdkamp mentions in his book The Grain Market in the Roman 
Empire, that Columella was probably biased when he mentions a much lower yield of 4:1. 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 9ǊŘƪŀƳǇΣ /ƻƭǳƳŜƭƭŀ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ άƎǊŀƛƴ ƻŦŦers little profit 
compared to wine. His argument induces him to exaggerate the profitability of vineyards and at 
the same time to diminish the yields that were obtained in grain cultivation. At best Columella 
provides a trustworthy figure for poor soils; aǘ ǿƻǊǎǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ 
 
Average wheat yields per year in the 3rd decade of the century, sowing 135 kg/ha of seed, were 
around 1,200 kg/ha in Italy and Sicily, 1,710 kg/ha in Egypt, 269 kg/ha in Cyrenaica, Tunisia at 
400 kg/ha, and Algeria at 540 kg/ha, Greece at 620 kg/ha. This makes the Mediterranean very 
difficult to average over all. 
 
An agricultural unit was known as a latus fundus mentioned by Varro as a great estate. Which 
can be interpreted as a Latifundia or at 500 iugera or around 125 hectares because this is the 
land limit imposed by Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus as tribune in 133 BCE. 
In 99 there was an Egyptian crisis due to inadequate flooding. 
 
tƭƛƴȅ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ άƭƻƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ wƻƳŜ Ŏƻuld only be fed 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ŀƛŘέΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άbƻǿ ώǘƘŀǘϐ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
bƛƭŜ ƛǘǎ ǊƛŎƘŜǎΧ ƘŜǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ŦƻƻŘ ōǳǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜΦ 

Mechanization 
The Romans improved crop growing by watering growing plants using aqueducts. An increasing 
amount of evidence suggests that some parts of the industry were mechanized. For example, 
extensive sets of mills existed in Gaul and Rome at an early date to grind wheat into flour. The 
most impressive extant remains occur at Barbegal in southern France, near  Arles. Sixteen 
overshot water wheels arranged in two columns were fed by the main aqueduct to Arles, the 
outflow from one being the supply to the next one down in the series. The mills apparently 
operated from the end of the 1st century AD until about the end of the 3rd century. The 
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capacity of the mills has been estimated at 4.5 tons of flour per day, sufficient to supply enough 
bread for the 12,500 inhabitants occupying the town of Arelate at that time. 
 
Vertical water wheels were well known to the Romans, described by Vitruvius in his De 
Architectura of 25 BC, and mentioned by Pliny the Elder in his Naturalis Historia of AD 77. There 
are also later references to floating water mills from Byzantium and to sawmills on the river  
Moselle  by the poet Ausonius. The use of multiple stacked sequences of reverse overshot 
water-wheels was widespread in Roman mines. 
 
There is evidence from bas-reliefs that farmers in northern Gaul (present day France) used a 
kind of automatic harvester or reaper when collecting ripe grain crops. The machine, called the 
άǾŀƭƭǳǎέ ƻǊ άƎŀƭƭƛŎ ǾŀƭƭǳǎέΣ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Treveri people. It cut 
the ears of grain without the straw and was pushed by oxen or horses. Pliny the Elder mentions 
the device in the Naturalis HistoriaXVIII, 296. Possibly because the vallus was cumbersome and 
expensive, its adoption never became widespread and it fell into disuse after the 4th century 
CE. Scythes  and  sickles were the usual tools for harvesting crops. 

Acquiring a Farm 
Aristocrats and common people could acquire land for a farm in one of three ways. The most 
common way to gain land was to purchase the land. Though some lower class citizens did own 
small pieces of land, they often found it too difficult and expensive to maintain. Because of the 
many difficulties of owning land, they would sell it to someone in the aristocracy who had the 
financial backing to support a farm. Though there were some public lands available to the 
common person for use, aristocrats also tended to purchase those pieces of land, which caused 
ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ άaŀǎǎ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊƭŀȅ 
the political tensions and civil wars of the last century of the Roman RepublƛŎΦέ Another way to 
acquire land was as a reward for going to war. High ranking soldiers returning from war would 
often be given small pieces of public land or land in provinces as a way of paying them for their 
services. The last way to obtain land was through inheritance. A father could leave his land to 
his family, usually to his son, in the event of his death. Wills were drawn out that specified who 
would receive the land as a way of ensuring that other citizens did not try to take the land from 
the family of the deceased. 

Aristocracy and the Land 
Though some small farms were owned by lower class citizens and soldiers, much of the land 
was controlled by the noble class of Rome. Land ownership was just one of many distinctions 
that set the aristocracy apaǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ !ǊƛǎǘƻŎǊŀŎȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ άǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦŀǊƳǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻōƭŜǎΦέ It was 
considered a point of pride to own not just the largest piece of land, but also to have land that 
grew high quality produce. As Marcus Cato ǿǊƻǘŜ άǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳΥ ΨDƻƻŘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀǾŜǎǘ 
ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳǊŘƛŜǎǘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŎƻƳŜΦέ The farms would produce a variety of crops depending on 
the season, and focused on trying to acquire the best possible farm under the best possible 
conditions. Cato discusses many of the primary focuses of the farmer and how to distinguish a 
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great piece of land. He notes that a good farmer must take precious time to examine the land, 
looking over every detail. Not only did the land need to be perfect for purchase, but the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǊƳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ǿŜƭƭ ƪŜǇǘΦέ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƭƻƻking to buy a piece of land had to also take into consideration the 
weather of the area, the condition of the soil, and how close the farm would be to a town or 
port. Careful planning went into every detail of owning and maintaining a farm in Roman 
culture. 

Running a Farm in Rome 
While the aristocracy owned most of the land in Rome, they often were not present at the 
farms. With obligations as senators, generals, and soldiers at war, many of the actual 
landowners spent very little time working on their farms. The farms instead were maintained 
by slaves and freedmen paid to oversee those slaves. The overseer of the farm had many 
responsibilities that coincided with maintaining the land. He was responsible for ensuring that 
the slaves were kept busy and for resolving conflicts between them. An overseer had to be 
dependable and trustworthy in that the land owner had to know that the person he hired to run 
the farm was not going to try to steal any of the produce from the farm. Overseers were also 
responsible for ensuring that both servants and slaves were properly fed and housed, and that 
they were assigned work fairly and efficiently. They had to ensure that any orders given by the 
owner of the land were followed diligently and that everyone on the farm honored 
the gods completely and respectfully, which Romans believed was necessary to ensure a 
bountiful harvest.  
 
The majority of the work was done by servants and slaves. Slaves were the main source of labor. 
In Roman society, there were three main ways to obtain a slave. The first and possibly most 
common way to gain a slave was to buy one on the market. Slaves were purchased at auctions 
and slaves markets from dealers or were traded between individual slave owners. Another way 
slaves were acquired was through conquest in warfare. As Keith Hopkins explains in his writings, 
many landowners would go to war and bring back captives. These captives were then taken 
ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ wƻƳŀƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻǊ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ 
farm. The final way a slave could be obtained was through birth: if a female slave gave birth to a 
ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊΦ 9ȄǘǊŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ 
were not citizens was not considered to be adultery under Roman law (and Roman wives were 
expected to tolerate such behavior), so there was no legal or moral impediment to having 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΦ 
 
Slaves were relatively cheap to use because they were property; their treatment depended on 
the humanity of their owners, who met the needs of their slaves on what they cared to spend, 
not what they had to. Overseers motivated slaves by imposing punishments and by giving 
ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎΦ άLŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊ ǎŜǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿǊƻƴƎŘƻƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ƛǘ; if he allows it, the 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ Ǝƻ ǳƴǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘΦέ 
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Problems for Farmers 
Roman farmers faced many of the problems which have historically affected farmers up until 
modern times including the unpredictability of weather, rainfall, and pests. Farmers also had to 
be wary of purchasing land too far away from a city or port because of war and land conflicts. As 
Rome was a vast empire that conquered many lands, it created enemies with individuals whose 
land had been taken. They would often lose their farms to the invaders who would take over 
and try to run the farms themselves. Though Roman soldiers would often come to the aid of the 
farmers and try to regain the land, these fights often resulted in damaged or destroyed 
property. Land owners also faced ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ άLƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ /ŀǊǘƘŀƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ /ŜƭǘƛŎ ǘǊƛōŜǎΣ ǎƭŀǾŜΩǎ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǿŀǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ 
repeatedly fought on Italian soil all contributed to the destruction of traditional agricultural 
holdings. AƭǎƻΣ ŀǎ wƻƳŜΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻǿ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦέ 
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Seven Greco-Roman Mystery Cults 
By Zar dulu 
 
June 13, 2017 
 
The ancient Greco-Roman mystery religions were a group of secret cults that worshiped lesser-
known gods outside the official pantheons. Because members were banned from discussing 
their beliefs and practices with outsiders, details of their activities are now scarce, but 
scholars speculate that initiates were given some form of secret knowledge, handled sacred 
objects, and acted out sacred stories to gain favor with their deity and to secure a better 
afterlife. 
 
While participation in these cults is believed to have ended with the rise of Christianity, their 
influence is still evident in socƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎǳƭǘΦ 
Here are seven of the most influential Greco-Roman Mysteries and some of what little we know 
about them. 

CULT OF CYBELE 
Cybele, or Magna Mater, came to Greece around the 5th century BCE from the ancient Indo-
European people known as the Phrygians. She was believed to reside on mountaintops where, 
accompanied by lions, she ruled over the natural world. She is often depictedτas she is 
aboveτholding a primitive tambourine, which is fitting, since rituals associated with her 
included loud, percussive music and frenzied dancing. Worshippers of Cybele also participated 
in the taurobolium, a ritual bull slaughter that according to one (admittedly hostile) late Roman 
account involved initiates positioning themselves below the bull and showering in its blood. 
 
The cult of Attis was a later addition to the Cybele mythos. Attis was a mortal who spurned 
/ȅōŜƭŜΩǎ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ 
testicles and die. Eventually, Cybele had a change of heart and petitioned Zeus to allow Attis to 
be resurrected. As a result, all priests of Cybele during this era performed the same cutting, 
often publicly, in hopes of being reborn one day themselves. 

CULT OF SABAZIOS 
The cult of Sabazios originated with the Phrygians and Thracians of Eastern Europe but was 
known in Greece by the 5th century BCE. Sabazios is depicted as a nomadic horseman, often 
battling a serpent. Like many of the gods worshiped by mystery cults, there are no surviving 
myths related to himτonly a brief historical reference saying that his initiates practiced ritual 
serpent handling. There are also several somewhat mysterious examples of metal sculptures 
called "hands of Sabazios," which have symbolic items decorating the palm and fingertips, such 
as snakes, frogs, lizards, human figures, pinecones, and lightning bolts. 

ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES 
The Eleusinian mysteries were the longest-running and most popular of the mystery cults. They 
were devoted to the worship of the goddess Demeter, who was believed to have given 
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agriculture to humans, bringing them into civilized existence. The most prominent myth 
associated with Demeter is the kidnapping of her daughter, Persephone, by Hades. Demeter's 
search eventually brought her to the ancient Greek city of Eleusis, and to the underworld. It was 
said that during this time her failure to attend to the crops caused the fall season, but when she 
emerged with Persephone she was able to attend to the crops again, ushering in the spring. 
Though details are scarce, it is believed that this myth was acted out in ceremonies at Eleusis, 
with the symbolic harvesting of grain being a focal element. Some suspect this was done while 
initiates were under the influence of hallucinogens. The Eleusinian mysteries were abolished by 
the 4th century CE by the Roman emperor Theodosius the Great. 
 
A cult also developed around Despoina, the daughter of Demeter and Poseidon, said to have 
been conceived while both parents were in the form of horses. This has led some to believe she 
was the vestige of an ancient equine goddess. The details of her worship are unknown, and 
even her name is not exactly accurateτher true name was only told to initiates, none of whom 
ever repeated it. 

MITHRAISM 
Mithras is perhaps best known for being worshipped by the Roman army as the protector of the 
empire, but his origins can be traced to the earlier Persian god Mithra, and he is probably 
related to the Hindu god Mitra. There are no surviving myths about Mithras, whose cult was 
established in the Roman world by the 1st century CE, and everything we know comes from 
images in underground temple-caves called mithraeum. These images generally depict the god 
stabbing a bull in the neck and meeting the sun, with the two of them dining on the bull 
together. Occasionally, a scorpion is depicted stinging the bull's testicles as a dog licks the bull's 
blood. 

CULT OF ISIS 
Isis is a goddess of Egyptian origin who developed a wide following in Greece and Rome after 
about 300 BCE. She had prominent temples, a dedicated priesthood, and devoted followers. She 
was believed to influence fertility and agriculture, but as her worship spread to new areas, this 
changed to fit the needs of her followers. Her most well-known myth deals with the death of 
her husband, Osiris, and her efforts to resurrect him. This myth was ritualistically acted out by 
initiates of her cult, who shaved their heads, wore linen uniforms, and played Egyptian 
percussion instruments called sistrums. 
 
Closely related to the cult of Isis was that of Serapis. A lover of Isis, he was equal parts Greek 
and Egyptian, and is thought to have been introduced as a way to unify the two cultures. 
Harpokrates, the son of Isis and Serapis, is often depicted holding his finger over his lipsτas if 
to remind their initiates not to reveal their secrets. 

CABEIRI MYSTERIES 
The Cabeiri were a group of gods worshiped primarily on the Greek islands, most prominently 
on Samothrace and Lemnos, as well as elsewhere in Greece and Asia Minor. They were most 
commonly depicted as Axiocersu and his son Cadmilus, although sometimes depictions included 
two females, Axierus and Axiocersa. Popular with seamen, initiation into their mysteries 
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promised safety from the misfortunes of the sea, and their worshippers also engaged in 
purification and fertility rituals. Their secrets were well-guarded, so little else is known about 
them and their followers. 

DIONYSIAN MYSTERIES 
Dionysus, the god of wine, represented the primitive nature of humans, which his followers 
believed was accessible through wine's ability to lower inhibitions. He was also believed to have 
power over death, as a result of being torn to pieces by titans and then resurrected by his 
father, Zeus. Like the other mysteries, a great deal about his worship remains unknown, but 
some aspects were practiced publiclyτfrenzied, drunken orgies, the playing of instruments 
called bullroarers, and the sacrifice of animals using a double-headed axe followed by the 
drinking of their blood mixed with wine. In art, Dionysus is often depicted in a procession of 
satyrs and women wearing animal skins, with ivy wrapped around their brows and holding staffs 
with pinecones on top. 
 
The Dionysian mysteries eventually evolved into the Orphic mysteries, which were established 
by about the 5th century BCE. These cults dealt with the worship of Orpheus, a legendary 
musician who was said to have established the Dionysian mysteries. The Orphics, as they are 
called, lived an ascetic lifestyle, leaving behind the decadent practices of their predecessors. 
They believed that humans were divine, created from the ashes of the titans who murdered 
5ƛƻƴȅǎǳǎΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘŀƴΩǎ ǎƛƴǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀǘƻne. Some 
of their rituals included the actual or symbolic dismembering of a person representing Dionysus, 
who was then understood to be reborn. 

References 

Arcana Mundi: Magic and the Occult in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Collection of 
Ancient Texts  

By Georg Luck 

Review by Valentin Bewick 

 

Magic, miracles, daemonology, divination, astrology, and alchemy were the 
ŀǊŎŀƴŀ ƳǳƴŘƛΣ ǘƘŜ άǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ DǊŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴǎΦ 
In this path-breaking collection of Greek and Roman writings on magic and the 
occult, Georg Luck provides a comprehensive sourcebook and introduction to 
magic as it was practiced by witches and sorcerers, magi and astrologers, in the 
Greek and Roman worlds. 
 
In this new edition, Luck has gathered and translated 130 ancient texts dating 
from the eighth century BCE through the fourth century CE. Thoroughly revised, 
this volume offers several new elements: a comprehensive general introduction, 
an epilogue discussing the persistence of ancient magic into the early Christian 
and Byzantine eras, and an appendix on the use of mind-altering substances in 
occult practices. 
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Also added is an extensive glossary of Greek and Latin magical terms. 
In Arcana Mundi Georg Luck presents a fascinating τ and at times startling τ 
alternative Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ άCƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ignore the darker and, to us, perhaps, uncomfortable aspects of everyday life in 
DǊŜŜŎŜ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŜΣέ [ǳŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΦ ά.ǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƛŘŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ƎŜƴƛǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨǎƻōŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƳΦΩ aŀƎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
witchcraft, the fear of daemons and ghosts, the wish to manipulate invisible 
powers τ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 

Greek and Roman Necromancy 
By Daniel Ogden 
Review by Valentin Bewick 
 
In classical antiquity, there was much interest in necromancyςthe consultation of 
the dead for divination. People could seek knowledge from the dead by sleeping 
on tombs, visiting oracles, and attempting to reanimate corpses and skulls. 
Ranging over many of the lands in which Greek and Roman civilizations 
flourished, including Egypt, from the Greek archaic period through the late 
Roman Empire, this book is the first comprehensive survey of the subject ever 
published in any language. 
 
Daniel Ogden surveys the places, performers, and techniques of necromancy as 
well as the reasons for turning to it. He investigates the cave-based sites of 
oracles of the dead at Heracleia Pontica and Tainaron, as well as the oracles at 
the Acheron and Avernus, which probably consisted of lakeside precincts. He 
argues that the Acheron oracle has been long misidentified, and considers in 
detail the traditions attached to each site. 
 
Readers meet the personnelςreal or imaginedςof ancient necromancy: ghosts, 
zombies, the earliest vampires, evocators, sorcerers, shamans, Persian magi, 
Chaldaeans, Egyptians, Roman emperors, and witches from Circe to Medea. 
Ogden explains the technologies used to evocate or reanimate the dead and to 
compel them to disgorge their secrets. He concludes by examining ancient beliefs 
about ghosts and their wisdomςbeliefs that underpinned and justified the 
practice of necromancy. 
 
The first of its kind and filled with information, this volume will be of central 
importance to those interested in the rapidly expanding, inherently fascinating, 
and intellectually exciting subjects of ghosts and magic in antiquity. 
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This volume is a study ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ aƛǘƘǊŀƛǎƳΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ 
Ŏǳƭǘǎέ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΦ wƻƎŜǊ 
Beck describes Mithraism from the point of view of the initiate engaging with the 
religion and its rich symbolic system in thought, word, ritual action, and cult life. 
He employs the methods of anthropology of religion and the new cognitive 
ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƻǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǎǘǊŀƭ 
symbolism, which has been the principal subject of his many previous 
publications on the cult. 

 


