The Acts of the Apostles

Lesson 17 Handout: Apollos and Paul in Ephesus

Acts 18:23-Acts 19:41

Lesson 17 Answers:

1. Where does Paul visit during his individual mission trip? What was his purpose?
t I dzZ aSd 2dzi FNBY (GKSNB |yR (MNhISE SR X (K
Phrygiastrengthening all the disciples.

2. Did the providence of God connect Apollos, Aquila, and Priscilla in Ephesus?
Yes.

3. What were the bono fides of Apollos?
Apollos was a Jewa native of Alexandridde was a learned man, with a thorough
knowledge othe ScripturesHe had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he
spoke with great fervoand taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the
baptism of JohnHe began to speak boldly in the synagogue.

4. s there a necessary inference that Apollos was baptized after Aquila and Priscilla
explained the way of God more adequately
Yes. No other person was saved in this book of examples without being immersed.

5. To where did Apollos travel?
Apollos wanted to go to Achaia.

6. Can you prove using only the Old Testament scriptures and the story of Jesus that Jesus
is the Messiah?

The Gospel of Matthew implicitly and explicitly proves that Jesus is the Messiah. See

the Matthew Proves Jesus is the Mesdiathe section Maps, Models and Proofs

7. Can we assume Corinth is in Achaia since Apollos went to Achaia and verse 1 indicates
Apollos was in Corinth?
Yes.

8. Why did Paul walk the interior road to Ephesus?
The Scripture does not say. But it is a main road and guarded by Roman soldiers.

9. Why did Paul have those converted with the baptism of John convert with baptism of
Jesus?
The baptism of John does not include the life, death, burial, or resurrection of Jesus
Christ; it was for repentance. These four things of Jesus are required for remission of
sins and receipt of the Holy Spirit.
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10. After teaching in the synagogue for three months, Paul moved where in Ephesus and
continued for how long in Ephesus?
Paul taught daily for two year in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.

11. What extraordinary miracles did Paul perform? What happened when others invoked
the name of Jesus when attempting to cast out evil spirits?
When handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and
their illnesses were cureahd the evil spirits left them.

Onedayth&S A f ALIANARG yagSNBR (KSY>X awSadza L
I NB &tenlzkeéman who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered

them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and

bleeding.

12. What is the estimated value of the scrolls burned that contained sorcery methods?
50000 drachmas = 50000 daily wages A $20 x 8 hours per day = $160 per day A 160
x 50000 = $8,000,000

13. To where has Paul decided to go and by what route? Where did he send Timothy and
Erastus?
Paul decidedo go to Jerusalenpassing through Macedonand Achaiad ! ¥ SNJ L
KIS 0SSy (KSNBzX¢ KS aFARI aL Ydzald GArairi

He sent Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia.

14. Was the complaint by Demetrius valid? Was he method of expressing it valid?
Yes the complaint was valid: He says that gods made by human hands are no gods at
all. His method of expressing it caused a riot; riots are against Roman law.

15. How did the Ephesus city clerk calm the situation and dismiss the riot? Is rioting legal
under Roman law?
If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal
assemblyAs it is, we are in danger of being charged with rioting because of what
happened today. In that case we would not be able to account for this commotion,
AAYyOS GUKSNB Aa y2 NBlFazy FT2N Al oé

Rioting is illegal under Roman law.
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Cameo 17 7 Ephesus

By Salem Acuff
May 3, 2023
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According to legend, Ephesus (also Ephesos) was founded by the tribe of the Amazons, great
female warriors. The name of the city is thought to have been derived from "Apasas", the name
of a city in the "Kingdom of Arzawa" meaning the "city of the Mother Goddess".

Ephesus was a center of learning and the birthplace and home of the great Pre-Socratic
philosopher Heraclitus of Ephesus (I.c. 500 BCE). Women enjoyed rights and privileges equal to
men and there are records of female artists, sculptors, painters and teachers, including the
artist Timarete (l.c. 5th century BCE), known for her painting of Artemis.

Under the rule of King Croesus of Lydia (c. 585-c. 546 BCE), construction of the great Temple of
Artemis at Ephesus was begun, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. In 129 BCE
the Roman Empire acquired Ephesus according to the will left by Attalos, King of Pergamon, by
which they were bequeathed his kingdom. During this time, the heavy taxes imposed by

the Roman government led to the rebellion of Mithridates VI (r. 120-63 BCE) and, in 88 BCE, a
massacre of all the Latin speaking inhabitants of the city (and surrounding regions) was carried
out during the event that has come to be known as the Asiatic Vespers. Planned and
implemented by Mithridates VI, the Asiatic Vespers resulted in the deaths of over 80,000
Romans and Italian citizens in the region of Asia Minor in a single day and Ephesus, of course,
suffered significant losses with the other cities and villages.
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Ephesus suffered severe damage in an earthquake in 17 CE. From the 1st century CE onwards,
Ephesus was visited repeatedly by early Christians (most notably Saint Paul, who preached and
was 'booed' in the theater there), and Mary, the mother of Jesus, is said to have retired there
along with Saint John (John's tomb and Mary's house may still be visited today).

After Christianity became the dominant religion of the region, Ephesus declined in culture and
intellectual pursuits. The Emperor Theodosius | (r. 379-395 CE), an ardent supporter of
Christianity, had all of the pagan temples and schools closed and women were reduced to
second-class citizen status, no longer allowed to teach men or work independently in the arts.
Worship of the ancient mother goddess Artemis was forbidden and the Temple of Artemis was
destroyed by a Christian mob, the ruins used as a quarry for building materials for other local
projects such as churches.

(st century CE) at Ephesus,
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Entrance to the library
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Main Street in ancient Ephesus |

The streets at night were illuminated by oil lamps, which was a rare luxury in ancient cities. In
Roman times, the city was a major center of cultural exchange. The ancient historian Aristio
described Ephesusasbeind (G KS Y2aid AYLRNIFYd GNYRAy3a OSydSH
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Temple of Hadrian (2" Century AD)
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Two thousand years of accumulated soil makes a difference. Who would have known to start
the dig here?
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The theatre of Ephesus, Turkey, was constructed c. 300 to c. 290 BCE and built into the hill of
Panayir Dagi.
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This structure, built of marble, has a width of 145 meters, and its audience once reached up to
30 meters. In its heyday, it could accommodate up to 24,000 spectators.
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The Temple of Artemis

The city was also world famous for its massive temple dedicated to the Greek goddess Artemis

(or Diana to the Romans), who was goddess of chastity but also fertility and childbirth.

The Temple of Artemist y 9 LIKSadza o6+ a 2yS 2F (KS a{S@OSy 22y
there was a legend that the statue of the goddess was a gift from the gods that fell out of the

aleéed ¢KAA gl a ftA1Ste olaSR 2y | YSGS2NJ GKFG 7
the size of the Parthenon in Athens. Pliny the Elder, a Roman official and historian, called the

GSYLX S 2F | NI SYRA &2 yodaKSSy Gy 225F1 DSNS/ORASNF dXfF Iy A FA OF
GKS GSYLX S 2F ! NISYA& 6SNB |ff 62YSy 6K2 & N
This becomes a crucial piece of context for a highly controversial passage in First Timothy

which is also set in Ephesus (i.e. | Tim. 2.11-12).

GC¢KS 'yOGALIFGSNI 2F {AR2YyX 6K2 O2YLWAEtSR YR QOAa
more marvelous than any of the other six wonders:

WL KIF@gS 3T SR 2y GKS ¢glffta 2F AYLINBAwHeot S . |
Zeus by the banks of the Alpheus, | have seen the hanging gardens, and the Colossus of the
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Helios, the great man-made mountains of the lofty pyramids, and the gigantic tomb of
Mausolus; but when | saw the sacred house of Artemis that towers to the clouds, the others
were placed in the shade, for the sun himself has never looked upon its equal outside
hteYLlzadQe

9 Diana is the Roman name for Artemis, the Greek goddess of the hunt and the
wilderness.

91 The daughter of Zeus, she rejected the strict social norms of courtly life and asked to be
given a bow and arrow and dominion over the wilderness where she could roam free.

1 Roaming the forests of Greece with her entourage of nymphs, Artemis/Diana was fond
of turning people into animals and delivering poetic justice to anyone who insulted her.

7 Diana is most often symbolized by the moon, a bow and arrow, or a deer.

Lesson 17 Complete Page 11



The Acts of the Apostles

1 Connect with the symbolic meanings embodied by Artemis/Diana in Greek mythology.
1 Modern-day pagans still worship the goddess today, admiring her independent spirit and
fiercely protective nature.
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Ruins of the Temple of Artemis today

Be careful not to romanticize the greatness of one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world.
G,2dz aKFftf KI@®S y2 20KSNJ I32R 0ST2NB YS¢
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The Roman Empire Secret Police
By A. Sutherland

August 12, 2019

Frumentarii' was a special military elite in Roman Empire that served as the emperor's secret
police.

At the turn of the second and third century AD, they watched the actions of senators, high-
ranking military men, and Christians.

Initially, however, they were collectors of wheat in the Roman Empire. They dealt with tax
collection and were responsible for controlling and regulating grain deliveries to the capital.
However, their role evolved during Hadrian's reign (117-138 CE); they expanded and focused on
internal stabilization. Their tasks also involved arrests of suspected individuals.

The frumentarii* was Emperor Hadrian's special unit of the Praetoriansto control the political
situation in Rome during the emperor's absence.

His secret police unit had to protect the emperor from possible conspiracies and investigate
significant individuals and their lives.

Hadrian wanted to know much, and as he once said, "he wanted to know thingsthat shouldnot
be known" which probably applied to the private lives of individuals in his vicinity.

According to Hadrian, knowledgeg of whateversort ¢ waspower.

There is very little information about this unit, but ancient inscriptions on gravestones confirm
that frumentarii, who always worked in uniforms, were usually attached to individual legions.

They carried out particular tasks in different places and were stationed at the Castra Peregrina
in Rome. They did not hide themselves and lived openly. Their uniforms determined their
affiliation.

According to studies, the frumentarii unit had high moral and social status and was very
proud. The inscriptions on their gravestones attest to it.

Frumentarii Were Not Entirely Innocent

These officers were disliked by Roman society because, among others, they spied on people.
Due to abuses committed by this secret police, the emperor Diocletian (284-305 CE) dissolved
the unit and replaced it with the so-called agentesin rebus(“general agents"). This change was
based on the fact that they were recruited from civilians, not military men. The unit contained
from 200 to 1000 men.
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The changes introduced by Diocletian were unsuccessful, and abuses committed by the
frumentarii agents continued. They entirely operated in the Byzantine Empire until the 8th
century.

Many were very privileged; as a control organ superior to the local governors, they monitored
the entire Roman province.

They were feared depending on their relations, and at the same time, their work was highly
appreciated by the emperors who gave them promotions to hold important government
positions.

Senior officers who served well and impeccably had opportunities to work in the Praetorian
prefectures, where they exercised their control over the bureaucracy.

They had civil and criminal judicial immunity; for example, inspectors performed their functions
above the provinces.
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The Holy Spirit in Action
By Bill Echols, Jr.

January 15, 2023

In the American Standard Version of Acts there are fifty-six references to the Holy Spirit. By

comparison to other portions of the New Testament the special significance of the Holy Spirit in

the book of Acts can be demonstrated. The combined sixty-eight chapters of the Synoptic

Gospels contain only thirty-four references to the Holy Spirit. The pertinent ones for this

discussion are quoted below:

Acts 1:15-17
At this time Peter stood up amottige brothersand sisterga group ofabout 120 people
was there together), and said,. NP (th€ Sdxifitu¥e had to be fulfilled, which the Holy
Spirit foretold by the mouth of David concerning Judd®) became a guide to those
who arrested Jesubor he wasounted among us and received khare irthis
YAYA&QlNE o

Acts 2:1-4
Whenthe day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one phacksuddenly
a noise like a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it fileevhole house where
they were sittingAnd tongueghat lookedlike fire appeared to them, distributing
themselves, and tonguerested on each one of therAnd they were aliilled with the
Holy Spirit and began t&peak with different tongues, as the Spirit was giving tlieen
ability to speak out.

Acts 2:14
But Peer, taking his stand witlthe other eleven, raised his voice and declared to

GKSYY GaSy 2F WdzRSI I y Rnowthis, ardpayz 6 K2 f A @GS A

attention to my words.
Acts 2:38-39
Petersaidi 2 (G KSYZX & wS LISy ibaptizedyirRhendrhe®@KlesasTThrist2odz 0 S
the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Beithe
promise is for you and your children and for all whofareway, as many as the Lord
2dzNJ D2R gAfft OFff G2 1 AYAaSt Toé
Acts 8:12-17

[They] beliged Phili;pas he was preaching the good news about the kingdom of
God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were
beingbaptized.Now even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he
continued on with Philip, and as he obsersehs andyreat miracles taking
place, he wasepeatedlyamazed.

Now whenthe apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word
of God, they sent thefeter and Johrnwho came down and prayed for
themthat they would receive the Holy SpiriEor He haadhot yet fallen upon any
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of them; they had simply bedyaptized in the name of the Lord Jesd$ign
they beganlaying their hands on them, and they weezeiving the Holy Spirit.

Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking these worttie, Hdy Spirit fell upon all those who

were listening to thenessageAll the Jewish believers who came with Peter were

amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had also peered out on the

GentilesFor they were hearing thespeaking with tongues and aiting God.

Then Peter responded,{ dzNBf & y2 2yS OFy NBF¥dzaS GKS g4I 0
baptized, whdhave received the Holy Spirit just asdi@s O yAndK S K ¢

he ordered them to be baptized the name of Jesus Christ.

Acts 16:6-8

They passed throughe Phrygian and>alatian region, after being forbidden by
the Holy Spirit to speak the wordAsia;and after they came tMysia, they

were trying to go intdithynia, and theSpirit of Jesus did not allow theand
passing byysia, they went down tdroas.

Acts 20:22-23

And now, behold, bound by ti8pirit,| am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing
what will happen to me ther@xcept thatthe Holy Spirit solemntgstifies to me
in every city, saying thathains and afflictions await me.

Acts 21:4,10-11

After looking upthe disciples, we stayed there for seven days; and they kept

telling Paulthrough the Spirit, not to set foot in Jerusalw\s we were staying

there for some days, a prophet nam&dabus came down from Jude®nd he
cametousndii 221 tFdzf Q& 6SfdG YR 02dzyR KA& 296
GeCRABAE o KIFG GKS 1 2f@& {LANRG atl e kinY theW L v’ 0KAa
man who owns thisbeltand YR KAY 2@SNJ G2 (0KS DSyGaats
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Acts 22:11

But onthe following night, the Lat stood near him and said,. S O2 dzNJ 3S 2 dza H
Foras you haveestified to thetruth about Me in Jerusalem, so you must testify
Ay w2YS | fazo¢

Beginning with the conversion of Cornelius as detailed in Acts 10, we see from verses 44
through 48 quoted above that ALL those Gentiles present that heard the Gospel received the
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Holy SpiritNotice this happened before they were baptized. This special outpouring showed
God desired the Gentiles be brought into His kingdom.

In Acts 1:14-15 the antecedent changes when we learn that Peter is in the company of 120

Jewish believers. At the beginning of Acts 2 we see that ALL were gathered together in one

place and ALL were filled with the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, we see in verse 14 the antecedent

L[ [ OKIy3SaiKe 2 KSININSIHTRSYyQd 2SS 02y Of dzZRS (KS
with the Holy Spirit in the same manner as the later incident with the Gentile believers.

It is important to understand that although Pentecostal doctrine teaches special gifts of the
Holy Spirit exist today, and use these verses as a proof text, we should not try to alter what the
Bible passage says; that is, that only the Apostles received the Holy Spirit during the Pentecost
events. Instead, our proof text to show that spiritual gifts are gone today is 1 Corinthians 15.

Examining Acts 2:38, we see that repentant believers receive two things upon coming up out
from the watery grave of baptism: remission of sin AND the gift of the Holy Spirit. All believers
today receive both remission of sin and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8 shows that the believers in Samaria received the gift of the Holy Spirit after they were

baptized; but the gifts (plural) of the Holy Spirit were not received until Apostle Peter and

Apostle John arrived and prayed for the Samaritan believers. Therefore, we know there is a
RATFSNBYOS 060SisSSy (GKS WIAFEG 2F GKS 1 2fte& { LAN.

¢CKS WAaATaa 2F GKS 12fe {LANROGQ INB QGFNAR2dza |y
see from Acts 8 that after the Holy Spirit came upon the first Gentile converts, they could speak

Ay G2y3dz28&8 yR SEIFIfd D2R® ¢KSNBF2NB:Z (KS ¢85
| 2t @ {LIANARGQ ¢S 3L AYy dzZLl2y o LIyt spdakidktdnguési€ S | 6
no longer needed (1 Corinthians 15). We have the full Gospel of love.

- a
At

We see from the other scriptures quoted above that Paul submitted his will to the Holy Spirit

and did not travel to Asia at that point in time. And Paul continues submitting when he traveled

to Jerusalem knowing he would be arrested and jailed; Jesus comforts him there telling him

that he has to testify in Rome. Submitting means that resisting the Holy Spirit is possible.

Ephesians 4:30-31saysa 52 Yy 2 (I HbNBpBibSGod, KySvhom you were sealed for the
day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away
FNRY @2dzx +tf2y3a gA0GK Fff YIfAOS®dE

5dzZNAyYy 3 {GSLIKSYyQa aSNX¥2y & a2 des 08 WHRsRXetl B Caa v
uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your
T I K S Nibeliet hirlfetséhe will of the Holy Spirit in you.

John 20:19-23
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Now when it was evening on that day, the fidsty of the weekand when the

doors wereshut where the disciples wetegetherdue tofear of theJews, Jesus

came and stood in their midst, and said to thént, S be@ 2 &AAdwhen He

had said thisHe showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples

thenrejoiced when they saw the Lor8o Jesus said to them againt S be@S

you;2dzad & GKS CI & KSNJ KAndiwhén$l¢lind sai€this, L | £ 42 &
He breathed on them and said tothemw SOSA @S GKS 1 2f& {LIANARGO®
sins of anytheir sinshave been forgiven them; if you retain thi@sof any, they

KIS 06SSYy NBUIAYSR®E

Unbelief may explain why even though Jesus breathed on them after his resurrection (since
Thomas was missing from this meeting, did he get left out?), the Apostles were still confused in
Acts 1 when they questioned Jesus about restoring the kingdom. Instead, this passage may
simply indicate these Apostles would receive the special gifts of the Holy Spirit after his
ascension. After all, Jesus had indicated several times that He had to leave for the Comforter
(Holy Spirit) to come in full power e.g. John 16:7.

Let the Holy Spirit operate in the manner the Holy Spirit desires.
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