Special Notes & Prayer Requests:
Brothers & sisters in Christ in Ukraine, Moldova, and Russia.
Loretta Hendricks broke her arm and is awaiting surgery.
Dan Westfall is recovering from very serious eye surgery.
Harriet Westfall is battling sepsis and awaiting surgery.
Bertie & Thelma Butcher’s daughter, Sherri, has been diagnosed
with cancer and is recovering from recent surgery.
Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson, has been in and out
of the hospital with various complications after her lung
transplant surgery.
Marsha Schott’s sister, Jan Romo, has been seriously ill recently.
Expectant parents: Andrea Shaffner’s sister, Heather Dow.
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker.
Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez
Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend,
Stanley Posey.
Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Don Nungester;
Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry
Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s parents, Don & June; Jeremy Paschall’s
grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna
Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR;
Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother,
Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn
Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane.
Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband, Eli, and son,
Harrison).
Important dates:
Deuteronomy study — TOMORROW, May 23 (normally last
Monday), 11:00am, at the church building; beginning with
Deuteronomy 25:17.
Ladies’ study — June 10 (2nd Friday), 11am, at church building.
Men’s study — June 11 (2nd Saturday), 9am, at church building.
VBS — June 20-24 — Please mark your calendars & invite others!
This week’s anniversaries — Kevin & Whitney Colvin (5/22),
Jeremy & Laura Paschall (5/28)
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Why Saints Assemble
Robert F. Turner
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together” (Hebrews 10:25) is a clear statement
of God’s will in the matter; and some babes in
Christ may “go to church” compelled by fear of
God’s wrath. This is a legitimate motive, albeit
one that is less needed by the more mature
Christian. The collective action of saints, with
its attendant assemblings, is far more than a
self-justifying end. It grows out of the basic
character of saints, and their God-appointed
purposes.
Early Christians were “together” “with one
accord” (Acts 2:44-46). A closeness, and
singleness of purpose such as theirs brought
them together physically, just as it will bring
true Christians together today. They gravitated
toward one-another for prayer as fishermen
gather to discuss lures; they had a common
interest and object of worship.
They loved the truth, and their “delight”
was in the law of the Lord (Matthew 5:6 Psalm
1:2). When people are hungry, they do not have
to be urged to go where there is food; nor do
they eat “because of a sense of duty.”
Faithful Christians had great respect and
veneration for Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians
11:23f), hence welcomed opportunity to
participate in the memorial supper. Their hearts
were warmed and faith renewed as they
worshipped “in remembrance of” Christ.
Each one’s concern for his own spiritual
welfare, as well as that of fellow Christians, was
reflected in the assembling. In Hebrews

10:23-25 note how “let us hold fast the
profession of our faith without wavering” is
related to their gathering together. And because
“every man according to his ability,
determined,” the making of a common treasury
brought them together (Acts 11:29; 1
Corinthians 16:1-3). A pooled fund is the means
of exchange by which a plurality of saints act as
one to do God’s will. Some early churches were
so anxious to do God’s work they begged Paul to
take their offering (2 Corinthians 8:4). The next
verse explains this eagerness: they had given
themselves to the Lord.
Saints today assemble for these same
reasons. I do not refer to those who occasionally
“attend” worship; I mean those who worship
with regularity, the faithful few or many.
The indifferent and the hypocrites make
excuses; perhaps even try to make some
“logical” argument, as, “I can worship God,
being alone.” Of course what one could do,
being alone, is hardly the question. The
hypocrite is seldom alone (i.e., there are other
saints within reach) and if one were alone there
is little reason to believe he would worship God.
Such people usually compound their wrong by
lying — to others, to themselves, and to God.
If you are a “oncer” (once-a-week) or worse,
allow yourself a moment of truly honest selfinspection. Can you believe that one who loves
his brethren because they are brethren, who
delights in Bible study, has deep respect for the
Lord’s Supper, and is truly concerned for God’s
work and his own soul, would “do as you do”??

