Special Notes & Prayer Requests:
Welcome as new members — Nathan & Sarah Wall, and son Olen
Sheila Kazmierzak has been sick recently.
Marilyn Estes is experiencing anxiety, memory, and confusion
issues, and our prayers have been requested.
Maria Gregory’s father, Roy Gervase, is awaiting a heart
catheterization and possible stents.
Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley,
due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22.
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker.
From Belize: Andres Rivero; Alex White; Nemencio Acosta;
Gonzalez family; Dale & Selma Tosti; Mattu family, esp.
Leeannie; Dyck family; Jiminez family; Yaraceili & Ingris;
Vega family, esp. Brandon & Linett; Campos family.
From Moldova: Kate remains gravely ill with peritonitis after
four recent surgeries.
Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Virginia Purcell’s brother,
Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’
niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey.
Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines;
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don;
Jeremy Paschall’s grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin,
Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Betty
Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather
Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother,
Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane.
Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec
Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam &
Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family.
Important dates:
Deuteronomy study — Monday, September 26 (last Mon.), 11am,
at the church building, studying Deuteronomy 29-30.
Men’s study — Saturday, October 8, 9am, at church building.
Ladies’ study — Friday, October 14 (2nd Fri.), 11am, at the
church building.
This week’s birthdays — Aaron Sandy (9/18), Jenna Walker
(9/18), Grayson Paden (9/21), Justice Lee (9/24), Nick
Paden (9/24)
This week’s anniversaries — Bertie & Thelma Butcher (9/23)
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Immersed in Jesus
Steve Klein
When a person immerses himself in something, he totally surrounds himself with it. He
spends time thinking about it and making plans around it. It occupies his mind, utilizes
his energy and expends his resources.
People can immerse themselves in many different things. Some are immersed in
hobbies, recreation or sports such as hunting, fishing, college football, baseball, golf,
racing, collecting, or gardening. Others are immersed in their work or school. Some are
immersed in their children or grandchildren. When a person is seriously sick, it is easy
to become immersed with health concerns.
As Christians, “we were all baptized into one body” (1 Corinthians 12:13). Most of us
understand that the word “baptized” means “immersed.” But what we may not have
thought much about is the connection between being immersed in water and being
immersed in Jesus. The apostle Paul puts it this way in Galatians 3:27: “For as many of
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” Those of us who have been
“baptized into Christ” are to have put Him on like a garment. We are to be covered up
with Him — immersed in Him.
By itself, immersion in water does nothing to change a person’s life. But when that
immersion is the beginning of being overwhelmed with Jesus Christ, lives are truly
changed. Baptism into Christ results in a person being raised to “walk in newness of
life” (Romans 6:4). “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2
Corinthians 5:17). This new life is one that is immersed in Jesus.
Every sinner needs to be immersed in water for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).
But every one who is immersed in water is thus obligated to live a new life immersed in
Jesus. Are you immersed in Him? “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts” (Romans 13:14).

