
Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Bertie Butcher has been diagnosed with colon cancer and will have surgery on Wednesday, 

January 8. Also, his brother, Jim, has been diagnosed with throat cancer. 
Megan Boser’s father, Randy Penner, had a recent CT scan that indicated his lymph nodes are 

continuing to shrink, and there is no new growth. Megan’s mother, Janet, is continuing to 
heal from a fractured back after a recent fall. 

Susie Allen’s sister, Pat Lamb, is recovering from pneumonia and COVID. 
Brooke Sandy’s brother, Jeffrey Howell, is recovering from gunshot wounds and subsequent 

surgeries. Brooke’s father, Craig Howell, is also recovering from additional strokes. 
Bruce & Shawn Carpenter’s daughter, Cayla Stroud, is recovering from numbness and paralysis. 
Jenna Reynolds’ brother, Chris McCann, is recovering from a serious head injury. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 
Engagements: Dylan Provines & Katelyn Collier (Jan 25), Vincent Landfair & Lizzie Case (July 12) 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Megan Boser’s father, Randy Penner; Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black 
and Lynn Maudlin; Bertie Butcher’s brother, Jim; Bruce Carpenter’s cousin, Keith Kluesener; 
Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Loretta Hendricks’ friend, Rick Kerr; Paschalls’ friend, 
George Hutto; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Brent Baker; Donna 
Turk’s cousin, Jeff Boner; Katy Rosado; Karie Lewis; Josh McKinsey. 

Chronic health problems: Charles Carpenter, Gannon Marchbanks, Tracy Parsons, Ryan 
Provines, Virginia Purcell, Chris Reynolds, Geneal Rich; Betty & JR Rhoton; Jan Riggin; Audrey 
Wrather; Keith Bex’s mother & step-father, Linda & Ben Kasey; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi 
Robinetta; April Clark and Kyle Turner’s grandmother, Nadine Campbell; Kevin Colvin’s 
grandfather, John Colvin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, 
Donna Rosenberger; Maria Gregory’s mother, Angela Gervase; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret 
Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ parents, Steve & Sharon Sparks; Geneal Rich’s 
sister, Inez Copass; Kassidi Rios’ cousin, Allen Zwiers; Brooke Sandy’s father, Craig Howell; 
Sandee Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Neil Tremblett’s mother, 
Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Gary Henry; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Peter Serguta, Leonard & Maria Gregory, Sheila Sanders, 
Jeff Bleicher, Alec Brumfield, Christine Campbell, James Evans, Adam & Katrina Willis, JR 
Rhoton, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Monthly Monday study — Mon., January 13, 10:30am, at church building — Hebrews 1, cont’d. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, Jan. 10, 10:30 am, at church building — Giving God Control, Lesson 7. 
Men’s study — Saturday, Jan. 11, 9 am, at the church building — I Sought For A Man, Lesson 9. 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, January 26, 6 pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 

Announcements:                     
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“Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterwards it 
yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11). 

It is sometimes through hardship that God gets our attention and prepares us to learn from Him. 
Not everyone has to experience hardship in order to become receptive to God, but many of us do. 
Many of us have to be “trained” by God’s chastening. And while this is not “joyful for the present,” it 
later “yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness,” as the Hebrew writer said. 

Often it is our attitudes that need adjusting before God’s word can have much influence on us. If 
we’re accustomed to thinking in worldly terms, we’re simply not open to God’s perspective. We 
have to learn the hard way that we’ve not been taking enough of reality into consideration. Our 
minds have to be pried open by trials and tribulations, and sometimes we’re not receptive even 
then. 

One of our most hindering attitudes is the insistence that we already know what we need to know. 
We’re not teachable because we see no need to be taught. Rather than be taught, we’d rather be the 
ones doing the teaching, and we expend the biggest portion of our energy trying to get the world 
around us to adjust itself to our thinking. We have no time to listen, as busy as we are. 

And so, through the Psalmist, God says to us: “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). We 
won’t have the proper reverence for God until we’ve gotten still, and stillness in God’s school may 
not be something we’re willing to accept. We may have to be forced to be still by the “preschool” of 
pain and suffering. 

But if we have trouble being still enough to hear God, we also have trouble being quiet. Rather than 
shutting our mouths and listening, we talk and talk and talk: informing God what we’d like to have 
done, explaining to Him the uniqueness of our situation, and sometimes even calling into question 
His management of the universe. Is it any wonder we can’t hear the truth? Is it any wonder God has 
to confine us to a corner and clamp His loving hand over our mouths, until we stop squirming and 
listen? 

“When God gets us alone through suffering, heartbreak, temptation, disappointment, sickness, or 
by thwarted desires, a broken friendship, or a new friendship — when He gets us absolutely alone, 
and we are totally speechless, unable to ask even one question, then He begins to teach us” (Oswald 
Chambers).


