Abraham, those who stand righteous before God today do so “having been justified
by faith” (Romans 5.1); their “access…into this grace” has come “by faith” (Romans
5.2). In order for one to please God, there is simply no substitute for an informed,
trusting faith.

Be Vigilant: Resist the Devil (James 4.7)

Many err, however, when they fail to search out the true nature of saving faith. They
conclude, without having thoroughly examined or understood the Scriptures, that
the faith necessary to please God involves merely accepting, intellectually and/or
emotionally, His existence and His saving power. In other words, they believe and
proclaim salvation for anyone who believes in God and in the sacrificial death of
God’s Son, Jesus Christ. But the Scriptures reveal much more concerning the subject
of saving faith. James wrote, “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he
has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?…Faith by itself, if it does not
have works, is dead” (James 2.14,17). Genuine saving faith must manifest itself in
works which please God.

1.

“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4.7)

2. ____________ of his ____________. (1 John 2.16; Job 1-2; Matthew 26.31-75)

3. ________________ upon God’s ________. (Psalm 119.9-11; Matthew 4.1-12)

4. ________ for the way of ____________. (1 Corinthians 10.13; Genesis 39.7-12; 2 Samuel 11)

5.

Not even Abraham was saved by faith alone: “Was not Abraham our father justified
by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was
working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the
Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.’ And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man
is justified by works, and not by faith only” (James 2.21-24). By faith, Abraham
“obeyed,” “dwelt,” “went out,” “waited,” and “offered” (Hebrews 11.8, 9, 10, 17). His
righteousness depended upon his faith manifesting itself in works which pleased
God. By his works, Abraham’s faith was “made perfect” and he was justified before
God.

________ that he is ________. (John 8.44; Revelation 12.9; 2 Corinthians 11.14; 1 Peter 5.8)

________ for ________________. (James 1.2-5)

6. “__________ on these __________.” (Philippians 4.8-9)

7.

__________________ with God’s ____________. (Proverbs 27.17; Hebrews 10.25;
1 Corinthians 15.33)

8. __________ be too __________ to ask for ________. (Proverbs 16.18; Galatians 6.1-2;
1 Thessalonians 5.14; Hebrews 3.12-13; James 5.19-20)

9. ________________ you are not __________. (Hebrews 13.5-6)

We must not think ourselves to be any exception to this divinely-given rule. In order
for our faith to justify us before God, it too must manifest itself in humble
submission to Him. “Faith without works is dead” (James 2.26), but a living faith
motivates one to trust and obey God’s will as it is revealed in the Scriptures. Is your
faith like the faith of Abraham — faith with works of obedience? In other words, is it
truly a saving faith?
~jeremy paschall

10. “_____________ from every form of _______.” (1 Thessalonians 5.21-22; Daniel 1.8)

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify
your hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned
into mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will
exalt you.” (James 4.8-10)

