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He Cannot Sin
“Whoever has been born of God does not
sin, for His seed remains in him; and he
cannot sin, because he has been born of.
God.”
- 1 Jn 3:9

Many Christians, including learned
theologians, have struggled with
this passage. It seems to teach that
God may, at times, take away a
person’s free moral agency. And
certainly, if one “cannot sin” because
they have no ability to choose sin,
then life becomes much simpler.
“No temptation! Yay!” But
experience ― and God’s Word ―
teach otherwise.

In the context, John was writing
about the practice of sin. (a
continual action verb in the Greek).
But we do not need to read Greek
to appreciate this fact. Note the use
of the word in modern translations:
“He who practices righteousness is
righteous” (vs 7); “Whoever does not
practice righteousness is not of God” (vs
10); etc.
John’s point is simple. One cannot
walk in sin and righteousness at the
same time. And that is not hard to
understand!
- WKing

Another
Perspective

Made Alive
With Him

When the apostle Paul preached the gospel, he preached the death, burial,
and resurrection of Christ (I Co 15:1-4). He also showed how every believer
can identify with Christ's sacrifice. Indeed, salvation is dependent on the
believer's fellowship with the death, burial, and resurrection of the Savior.
There is a death to be experienced by every believer who would live with
Christ. "If we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him" (Ro 6:8).
The Christian is one who has died to sin (vs 2). None can make a rightful
claim to being "of Christ" who has not "crucified the flesh with the passions and
the lusts thereof" (Ga 5:24).
Then, as every believer dies with Christ, he must also be buried with Him.
Paul showed that this burial is in the waters of baptism and no other place.
"All we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death" (Ro 6:4).
This burial in baptism cannot be the sprinkling or pouring that some call
baptism because the word itself means immersion or submersion.
Finally, the believer who has died and been buried with Christ is also raised
with Him to a new life (Ro 6:4). This is possible because of what happened
in baptism. Remission of sins is promised to believers who will repent and
be baptized (Ac 2:38). With the forgiveness of sins, we are made alive
together with Him (Col 2:13). This life comes only with this death, this
burial and resurrection.
– Dan Shipley (edited for space)

Faith in
Context
Tell me, O sinner, when does
holiness stop?
Does it stop at faith alone? At repentance? Baptism? Is it complete
when we worship the right way?
Absolutely not.
Holiness is no mere outward expression of faith. Holiness is not a
‘checklist’ to be ‘good with God’.
Hypocrites can do as much. Rather,
holiness is internal (given by God),
and never external. Is it impossible
to attain? May it never be!
God gave the impetus that moves
the heart, and not merely the body
(Mt 1624; Jno 1313-16; Eph 51-2; Col
313; 1 Pet 121-24; 1 Jno 26; 315-16).
The question is whether we can be
truly grateful for such an example,
and live it out in a desire for good.
God has desired this attitude for all

people, in all ages (Hos. 66; Mic. 68;
Mt 913).
But be watchful! Temptation exists
to live it out for self-aggrandizement (i.e., “look at me! I’m
religious!”). In fact, living for external holiness is living for self.
Living for internal holiness is to
live for others (like Jesus did).
The clue is that this has everything to do
with relationships: Are all of my relationships holy when I say to
another, ‘Be warmed and filled’, yet
do nothing for them? No! (Jms 213;
16
) Is my marriage holy only in
sexual purity, but I do not tend to
the other needs of my spouse? No!
(Eph 525-29)
Do not sin and use holiness as a
pretense. Yes, do the externals
asked by God, but do not leave
these greater matters undone (Mt
2323).
Holiness never stops. Holiness will
only ever excel still more (1 Thess
41; 10).
- WHSmith

