11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From
his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for
them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which
is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the
books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the
dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in
them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they
had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was
not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
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My Deeds Remembered
• We cannot avoid the conclusion that
our lives will be remembered, and
judgment will be based upon our
deeds (John 5:28-29, 2 Cor. 5:10).
• Our salvation, by grace, is linked with
our response (Heb. 5:9, Matt.
7:13ff).
• Jesus does not forget (Matthew
25:31ff).

But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and
murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and
idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.
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Sin and Grace

• Will my occasional sins be held against me, or
are only “chronic” sinners condemned?
• When we try to rationalize certain activities, we
should consider a few scriptures: Hebrews 2:1,
3:12-14, Galatians 2:11, 5:4, Colossians 1:1923.
• Grace is deep, its limits unknowable. But does
that warrant a casual approach to our conduct?
Consider Romans 6:1-2, 12-15.
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Balance

• Like so many things in life, balance is the key to grasping such a
difficult concept.
• Some facts pertaining to judgment:
– I will not be judged by isolated deeds, but by my life in its
context. What was the totality of it? What did I produce?
(Matt. 12:33ff).
– I always have a safety valve (1 John 1:9) that will never be
exhausted (Matthew 18:21ff).
– I have only one Advocate; there will be only one voice
coming to my defense (Matthew 10:32-33).
– It is not where I start that matters, but where I end (1

