Are you prepared?

Introduction
• Why we should care
• Case studies
• Helpful suggestions

Why we should care
• Paul’s words to Timothy – 2 Timothy 4:1-4
• 1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His
kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will
turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.

Why we should care
• 2 Timothy 3:1-5
• 1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For
men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers,
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable,
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,
4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they
have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.

Why we should care
• 2 Timothy 3:16-17
• 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

Why we should care
• Life is short – James 4:13-15
• 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such
and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and
make a profit.” 14 Yet you do not know what your life will be like
tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then
vanishes away. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will
live and also do this or that.”

Case Studies – Joshua
• Tough act to follow – Joshua 1:16-18
• 16 They answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have commanded us
we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed
Moses in all things, so we will obey you; only may the LORD your God
be with you as He was with Moses. 18 Anyone who rebels against
your command and does not obey your words in all that you
command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and courageous.”

Case Studies – Joshua
• They conquered Jericho – Joshua 6 & Hebrews 11:30
• Problems in Ai – Joshua 7:6-7
• 6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before
the ark of the LORD until the evening, both he and the elders of Israel;
and they put dust on their heads. 7 Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord GOD,
why did You ever bring this people over the Jordan, only to deliver us
into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? If only we had been
willing to dwell beyond the Jordan!

Case Studies – Joshua
• Tricked by Gibeonites – Joshua 9:14-15
• 14 So the men of Israel took some of their provisions, and did not ask
for the counsel of the LORD. 15 Joshua made peace with them and
made a covenant with them, to let them live; and the leaders of the
congregation swore an oath to them.

Case Studies – Joshua
• Expresses his commitment – Joshua 24:15
• 15 If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for
yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your
fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.”

Case Studies – Jesus
• He knew the plan – Matthew 26:21-25
• 21 As they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will
betray Me.” 22 Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to
Him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 And He answered, “He who dipped his
hand with Me in the bowl is the one who will betray Me. 24 The Son of
Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that
man if he had not been born.” 25 And Judas, who was betraying Him,
said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus *said to him, “You have
said it yourself.”

Case Studies – Jesus
• He was looking for another way – Luke 22:41-44
• 41 And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt
down and began to pray, 42 saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove
this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” 43 Now
an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him. 44 And
being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became
like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground.

Helpful Suggestions
• Armor up – Ephesians 6:13-17
• 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able
to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.
14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH,
and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15 and
having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 16 in
addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be
able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 And
take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.

Helpful Suggestions
• There is always a right way – 1 Corinthians 10:13
• 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man;
and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

Helpful Suggestions
• Plenty to do – Matthew 25:34-36
• 34 “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you gave
Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to
drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you
clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you
came to Me.’

