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If You Had Been There
by John R. Gibson
(Note: Please read Acts 2 and keep your Bible open to it as you read
this article.)
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Try to imagine what it would have been like to
have been in Jerusalem on that first Pentecost
after the crucifixion of Jesus. That morning a sound like
that of a strong wind would have gotten your attention and drawn
you toward a multitude gathering around twelve men. As you
drew closer to investigate you would have seen something really
strange as these men appeared to have fire sitting on them and
were speaking a lot of different languages.
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You would have been both amazed and perplexed and known you
were seeing something significant, even though you couldn’t
figure out what it meant. As you were thinking about it what it
could possibly mean, you would have heard one of the twelve
respond to the accusation from some that he and his companions
were drunk. Maybe you would have thought the alcohol
explanation was a possibility or maybe you wouldn’t have, but
the speaker, a man called Simon Peter, would have quickly
dismissed that and turned your attention to a passage from the
prophet Joel. As a regular at the synagogue you would have been
somewhat familiar with this passage about God’s Spirit being
poured out, even though you had never really understood all that
(Continued on page 2)

it was saying. So, with the firelike tongues on these men and
their speaking different
languages, you might have been
eager to hear his explanation of
all that the prophet had spoken
of, but to your surprise he
didn’t spend much time on the
prophecy of Joel; instead, he
began to talk about a man who
had been killed about fifty days
earlier.
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