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1.

What did most of the church do in the wake of the great persecution that arose against it? Who
were notable exceptions?

2.

What was the historical relationship between Jews and the people of Samaria? How did the
Samaritans respond to Philip’s preaching?

3.

Who was Simon? What kind of relationship did he have with his fellow Samaritans? How did
Simon respond to Philip’s preaching?

4.

Why did Peter & John join Philip in Samaria?
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5.

In what way was Simon “poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity”? What did Peter tell
Simon to do to rectify his situation?

6.

Thought Question Does Peter’s rebuke of and command to Simon indicate that he was not a
genuine believer? That is, was Simon really a Christian? Why or why not?

7.

What passage of Scripture was the Ethiopian eunuch reading, and what question did he have for
Philip? How did Philip respond?

8.

What did the Ethiopian eunuch want to do next? What condition did Philip impose on him
before he could follow through with the Ethiopian’s wishes?
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Thought Question Given what the Ethiopian’s desire was after hearing Philip’s response, what
inference can we draw about the content of Philip’s message to him?

10. What do we learn from this passage about how baptism is to be done?

11. The Ethiopian eunuch “went on his way rejoicing.” Why might his conversion have brought this
Ethiopian eunuch, who had just been to Jerusalem to worship, more joy than the average Jew or
proselyte who converted to Christianity? (Deu. 23:1; Lev. 21:16–21; Isa. 56:3–8)

12. Thought Question In light of the reason Peter & John had to go to Samaria, what can we
determine about “the gift of the Holy Spirit” Peter promised believers in Acts 2:38?
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