Part 2: judges of Israel

Lesson 7: The Redemption of Ruth – Ruth 1–4

ruth 1
Ruth 2
Ruth 3
Ruth 4

Resolve
“Rights”
Request
Reward

One = one daughter-in-law
Two = too poor to buy food
Three = plea for help (redemption)
Four = fortunate / four generations to David

1. During what time does the story of Ruth take place? (1:1) Who are the
primary and secondary characters in Ruth 1? (vv. 2, 4) (OPTIONAL: What
is the meaning of each of the names of the characters?) The non-Jewish
characters are from what people group? (v. 4; cf. Deut 23:3–6)
2. The Jewish characters are from what town? (v. 1) To what land do they
immigrate? (v. 2) What happens to the male characters? (vv. 3, 5)
Summarize what their wives decide to do thereafter? (vv. 6–18)
(OPTIONAL: Naomi, after her losses, does not renounce her belief in the
Lord but doubts his providence in her life. How might the story of Ruth
help those who face similar hardships?) To what does Naomi change her
name, and why? (v. 20)

3. The word translated “kinsman” (Heb. modah) is only used in Ruth 2:1
and Prov 7:4. Who is the kinsman of Naomi? (Ruth 2:1) What does his
name mean? (OPTIONAL: What part of the temple of Solomon is later
named Boaz? [1 Kgs 7:21; 2 Chron 3:17] Do you think that there is a
connection? Why, or why not?)
4. What law had God given Israel in Lev 19:9-10? How does the interaction
between Boaz and Ruth demonstrate the virtue of Boaz? (Ruth 2:2–17)
How does Naomi respond when she finds out about the kindness of Boaz?
(Ruth 2:18–23) (OPTIONAL: In your own words, describe what the word
translated “kindness” [Heb. chesed] means in 1:8, 2:20, and 3:10—the
three places where it is used in Ruth?)
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