Contributions
Week 07/04/2020
$ 3,626
We are working on a way to do
that online (who would have
ever thought), but in the meantime, those who give by check
could simply mail it to Kerry
Lashlee 9748 Bent Brook Dr

Montgomery, AL 36117
In the beginning, this emergency
looked short term and we just
thought that any and all could
give it all after the emergency. Now that it looks much
longer, it becom es important that we each continue to
contribute weekly or monthly as
we have, if we are able, because
bills still have to be paid and
evangelists need to continue to
be supported. We will let you
know when we have any better
solution to the problem.
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July 05, 2020

John and Monique Demas

Anniversary 07/07/2020
Neal Smith

Birthday 07/10/2020
Johnna Beth Sims

Birthday 7/25/2020
John Cunningham

Birthday 07/26/2020
John and Gracelyn Cunningham

Anniversary 07/26/2020
Olivia Kent

Birthday 07/26/2020
Rong Kochik

Birthday 07/29/2020

Song Practice on Zoom
07/07/2020 Tuesday night

Reflections on America’s Birthday
As the USA prepares to celebrate our 244th birthday, it will be a day unlike any
we’ve seen in our generation.
In many, if not most communities, there will be no fireworks or parades due to
the COVID-19 pandemic that’s changed everything. Large gatherings are out.
Beaches are being closed. And communities having fireworks, are urging people
to stay home and watch them from the safety of their own backyard.
In fact, instead of this being an occasion to celebrate what’s right with America,
we’re seeing an emphasis on criticizing what’s wrong with our country.
In recent weeks, we witnessed massive peaceful protests from shore to shore
denouncing racism, inequality, and police brutality. Unfortunately, there has
arisen a radical element not seeking to improve America, but to destroy her.
Fueled by anger, unrest, ungodly attitudes, and political agendas, we’ve seen
businesses looted, buildings burned, police officers assaulted, private property
damaged, public property defaced, statues destroyed, and cities besieged by
mob rule.
People are on edge. Privates business and public leaders have sometimes overreacted to ridiculous demands for fear of being labeled a racist. Some are being
unfairly labeled simply because they do not support certain fringe groups or
spout politically correct slogans. Arguments are even ensuing, with political
implications on whether or not to wear a mask.
Unfortunately, and sadly, Christians have not been exempt from the pressures
of the current climate. It’s past time for all of us who wear the name of Christ,
to take a deep breath, look inside ourselves, and most of all look to the Lord for
guidance. Maybe, this year instead of celebration, it’s time for introspective
spiritual reflection.
#1 We’re all created in God’s image.
We say that, but do we really believe it? It’s true (Gen. 1:27). The soul of a white
person is no more important or precious than the soul of a black man, Hispanic, Asian or Indian. In fact, the Bible affirms that “He has made from one blood
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth (Ax. 17:26). That’s ALL
Americans. And ALL people. Continued on page 3

Helen Stewart update 7/4/2020 - Helen hasn't progressed very much this week. She has
been dealing with anxiety (may be due to
medicines she isn't used to). The doctors are
adjusting things to see if they can see an improvement. There is always a concern to
keep infection at bay. We need to diligently
pray for her ability to stay calm and work on
her speech and swallowing.
Cooper Terry Cancer - Brenda Domingus'
sister Linda's grandson 7/4/2020 - Brenda
Domingus' sister, Linda, sent her a message stating that her grandson (Cooper) has stage
4 cancer. The cancer is in his stomach and lungs. It's the same kind of cancer that Lance
Armstrong had. A port will be placed today. The doctors will also have an MRI performed on him. Doctors were very positive about everything. Cooper is around 18 years
old. He recently graduated from high school in May and was leaving for military service
with the Marines in September. Cooper and his family are Christians. His name is
Cooper Terry and he lives in Lakeland Florida. Please lift him and his family in your
prayers.
Brenda Domngus great nephew 7/3/2020 - Brenda Domingus' great-nephew was taken
to the ER in Florida because he found a mass in his groin area which was giving him a lot
of discomfort. After doing bloodwork on him, the results of the tests showed a high evaluation result on one of the tests. They immediately prepared him for surgery to remove
the mass. They were to be given the test results of the mass today (4th).
Becky Blake thanks7/4/2020 - To my Perry Hill family, Thank you for the beautiful bouquet of flowers you sent me after the passing of my sister, Diane. At this sad time, your
phone calls, cards, and knowing I am in your prayers has been very comforting. Please
continue to remember me and my family in the days ahead.
Patricia Lange update 7/02/2020 - The Lord has graciously answered the prayers that have
been offered on behalf of my mom, Patricia Lange. We are so thankful that she was able
to have successful outpatient surgery yesterday at MD Anderson. (We were aware that
her surgery could be less or more invasive depending on her situation, but we were so
surprised when they told her that she would be going home.) Her doctor was able to do
his work laparoscopically and she was released around 8:30 last night. It was a very long
day! She is doing very well today, with some soreness and little pain. Thank you, brethren, for all of the prayers that you have offered, and we ask that you continue to remember her as she recovers and faces further treatment. We are blessed.
[Carrie Puckett]

#2 We’re primarily citizens of a heavenly kingdom.
Regardless of our race, ethnicity, or national origin, our true “citizenship is in heaven” (Phil 3:20) We are “one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). In Him, there are no social, racial,
or national distinctions. There are no second class citizens. All share together the same
spiritual privileges. The same divine protection. And the same God-assured promises. Our
heavenly citizenship ought to take precedence over any earthly citizenship.
#3 Regardless of background, we’re all sinners saved by grace.
While we patriotically celebrate our heritage, we ought not to feel any superiority because
of our race or nationality. Among us, “there is none righteous, no, not one…all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:10,23). We’re all sinners saved by and
bought by the blood of Jesus (Ax 20:28; Rev. 1:5). We have nothing to boast of, “except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 3:14). We’re not perfect. But thank God, we’re
pardoned.
#4 The greatest freedom we can receive is spiritual.
While we revel in the freedom guaranteed by our US Constitution and work to make this a
more perfect union, where all people are treated equally, our most important freedom is in
Christ. In John 8:32 Jesus said, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you
free.”
Spiritual freedom supersedes social, political, or financial freedom. The Truth frees us from
the shackles of Satan. From the bondage of sin, shame and guilt. From feelings of insecurity, inadequacy, and insufficiency. And from attitudes that fuel anger, resentment, rage, and
revenge.
#5 Our personal views need to be guided by godliness.
It’s possible among Christians to hold differing positions politically and personally, yet
respecting our brother’s individual conscience. Pursuing the things that make for peace.
Refraining from being judgmental. And being careful not allow our good to be viewed as
evil (Rom. 14). Additionally, practicing the “Golden Rule” in our relationships will solve
many problems and soothe hurting hearts (Matt 7:12).
#6 Let your light shine in a sin-darkened world.
In our various relationships socially, politically, domestically, and professionally, let’s reflect the light of our Lord. Our good works ought to glorify God (Matt 5:13-16). We can
each pursue our various interests and activities while displaying the attitude of Christ (Phil.
2:5).
Light-shining involvement in making the world and our country a better place ought to be
prefaced by prayer for “all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and reverence” (1 Tim. 2:2). And practiced with these divine admonitions:
“Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of
God. Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor
the king” (1Pet. 2:16-17)
In this context, the observation of our late President Ronald Reagan is worth noting,
“Freedom prospers when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God is acknowledged.” He also warned, “If we ever forget that we’re one nation under God, then we will
be one nation gone under.”
As we reflect on the current state of our country, Abraham Lincoln’s sobering words need
to be heard and heeded, “America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and
lose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves.”
Brethren, let us not “bite and devour one another” (Gal 5:15). Rather, let us love one another. Celebrate our freedom in Christ. Conduct ourselves righteously. Pray fervently. Sow
seeds of goodness. Work to make our country better. And share the Good News of the
Gospel–the answer to all our ills. Ken Weliever, The Preacherman

