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Rodger Cobia

Birthday 10/22/2020
Tiara Kent

Birthday 10/25/2020
Geraldine Sims

October 18, 2020

Bearing Burdens and God’s
Grace

For those who give by check
and are meeting by Zoom,
you can simply mail your
check to Kerry Lashlee 9748

A construction crew had been on the job site for
about a week when one of their men was hurt and a new guy, named Jason, was
hired. He was a broad-shouldered, powerful young man and a really good worker.
But he was also very annoying.

Bent Brook Dr Montgomery,
AL 36117

Birthday 10/25/2020

Jason was always bragging that he was stronger than anyone else at the worksite and
he especially made fun of Ralph, one of the older workmen. Finally, the old fella had
enough.

Harold Mustin

Birthday 10/26/2020
Curt & Pam Williamson

“Sonny,” said Ralph, “why don’t you put your money where your mouth is. I will bet
a week’s wages that I can haul something in a wheelbarrow over to that outbuilding
that you won’t be able to wheel back.”

Anniversary 10/26/2020

Jason smiled and said: “You’re on, old man. Let’s see what you got.”
Then Ralph reached out and grabbed the wheelbarrow by the handles. Then, nodding to Jason, he said, “All right, young man get in.”
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There are a lot of applications to this story, but it reminds us that there are all kinds
of burdens. Some are physical, and others are emotional or mental. And there are
some things we can’t handle ourselves. We need someone else.
The apostle Paul speaks to that issue in 2 Corinthians 12 when he wrote about his
“thorn in the flesh.”
And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a
thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted
above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it
might depart from me. And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, most gladly I will rather boast in
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure
in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake.
For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2Cor. 12:7-10) Continued inside…..

PRAYER LIST - AS OF
10/17/2020
Kathryn Harrison Son, Peyton Langford
passed
Lashlee's daughter, Lauren - Chrones

Janie Brewer - arthritis in her knees.
Phyllis Lauer - severe headaches

Paul’s Problem
The context deals with Paul’s thorn in the flesh. He doesn’t identify it, so, we don’t know what
the thorn was. But it was a problem for Paul. It hurt. It was pricking him. It slowed him down.
It caused him pain.
Paul’s Response
The text tells us what Paul did about it. First, he recognized the source of the problem–the
devil. He didn’t blame God, but understood that the thorn was a “messenger of Satan.” Secondly, he realized that the thorn was a means to keep him humble, to remind him not to be
conceited or proud. Thirdly, Paul responded with prayer. Three times, he asked God to remove the thorn.

Jess Hart - Sinus surgery recovery
Tillman Makeupson - auto accident recovery
Marsha Williamson - Parkinson's & surgery to correct stomach issues
Beth Beasley (Marsha's sister ) - fractured shoulder, COPD, Hospice

God’s Answer
God answered Paul’s prayer, but He didn’t remove the thorn. He said, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” God’s answer to our requests is not
always, “Yes.” Sometimes, it is “no.” Other times it is “wait a while.” Or it may be, “I will give
you help, hope, and strength through MY grace.”

Paul’s Attitude

Patricia Lange (Carrie Puckett's mother) - chemo Finished 4th round
Agnes Kochik - (Ron's mother) - stroke recovery
Susan Kochik - (Ron's niece) - chemo

Instead of turning bitter at God’s answer, Paul allowed the thorn to make him stronger. To
demonstrate God’s power. To actually be glad that he could use the devil’s infirmity to make
him a better Christian.

Bess Powell - Recovering COVID-19
Doris Eubanks (Connie Howe's Aunt) -Hospice in GA
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK. IF YOU HAVE NEWS THAT SHOULD
BE SHARED IN THIS WAY, PLEASE CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL JOHN
BURCH OR RONALD MCDONALD.
Please continue to pray for our deacons (Jim Keith, Kerry Lashlee, Ron
McDonald, Bud Porter, Paul Puckett, Craig Sims, Gary Smith, Curt Williamson) and their work.

The Grace Factor
This text also reminds us of some great lessons about God’s amazing grace.
(1) We are Saved by Grace.

The reason Paul could access God’s grace was because he had been saved by it. To the Ephesians, he affirmed, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves;

it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”
(2) We are Sustained by Grace.

Please continue to pray for our elders (John Burch, Rodger Cobia, Ron
Kochik and Neal Smith) and their work.

Since we enjoy God’s saving grace, we can be sustained through difficulties, trials, various
thorns in the flesh. Grace nourishes us. Nurtures us. Supports us.

Please continue to pray for the evangelists whom we support (Navitesh
Dutt in Fiji; Joel Holt in San Juan, Puerto Rico; Ricky Shanks now working in Georgia; Tim Shepherd in Tennessee; Gustavo Marino in Montgomery area and our own Bill Robinson.

(3) We are Strengthened by Grace
Like Paul, we find the power to overcome problems. God’s grace gives us the strength to go
on. To accept life’s hurts. To grow. To even be empowered to accomplish great things for God.
Are you dealing with a thorn in the flesh? Hold on. Have faith. Pray. Help is on the way. God’s
grace will give you the strength to overcome your “thorn in the flesh.” –Ken Weliever, The
Preacherman

