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We did it! Some way or the other, each of us
have navigated one of the most challenging,
tumultuous, and grueling years in modern
times. 2020 was unequivocally a year that
kept everyone speechless. As it unfolded, because of the adversity we all had to adapt to,
even the most unusual anomalies began to be shrugged off as if they were no
big deal. However, do you remember what your expectations were heading
into the new decade? I do not know about you, but I had very high hopes.
January 1st, 2020, I made so many resolutions. I resolved to grow in my relationship with God, to make better financial decisions, and of course, I resolved to get healthy. Little did I know, a pandemic was going to force every
single aspect of life to be altered.
How many of us had grand plans for this past year that were totally derailed?
Weddings, graduations, vacations, and other events and milestones were, for
the most part, entirely out of our control. Due to the virus, social distancing,
masks, shelter in place rules, and other guidelines… our entire way of life
was modified. Who could have foreseen such a rollercoaster year as we all
got excited to have “2020 Vision”? While it is true that we will probably never have another year quite like the last one, I do hope that its hardships have
taught us a thing or two about life on this Earth. I am just as excited about
leaving 2020 in the rear-view mirror as anyone else. However, I worry about
falling into the same trap I did last year of automatically assuming how 2021
will go.
As Kyle wrote about last week, we need to make plans. It is also important
for us to resolve to be better in various aspects of our lives. Though, what
happens if we find out our plans and resolutions are not aligned with God’s
will? Now, I am not trying to speak for God or tell you that He doesn’t want
you to get in shape or grow closer to Him. Many of our resolutions are from
the purest of motives to improve our spiritual, physical, familial, or financial
lives. Continued inside
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PRAYER LIST - AS OF
12/27/2020
Matthew Bruce deployed until April 2021. In a
hut now!
Dot & Gary McDaniel tested positive for Covid 19
Bud & Kim Porter – Kim covid 19 Positive; Bud same symptoms. Pray
for whole family.
Charles McPeak's father in North FL has COVID-19
Shearal and Cathy Wigginton - Natalie Bruce's uncle with shoulder replacement & dementia
.All Hart family - Pat tested Baptist South, positive for COVID-19, & is
now at home. Jess tested positive + pneumonia, IV meds and now at Baptist East. Gary tested positive; Janis now positive. Recovering at home.
Mark & Rhonda Looney - COVID-19 & pneumonia- sister & in-law of
Kim porter
Joe Estes, former elder - Dehydrated, Light case COVID-19 - at St Vincent East, Bhm
Howe's daughter, Wendy - unfaithful and serious auto accident
Bess Powell's niece's baby - infection
John DeMas' mother, Janet Grace Meyers - in KY - friends of Bill's daughter - leukemia
David Turner - Still fighting an infection
Janie Brewer - arthritis in her knees. Physical therapy & shots helping.quarantined because of Hart's COVID.
Marsha Williamson - Parkinson's - Had CT scan - hopeful implant surgery soon
Beth Beasley (Marsha's sister ) - fractured shoulder, COPD, Hospice
Patricia Lange (Carrie Puckett's mother) - Finished last chemo. Oncologist evaluating this week.
Agnes Kochik - (Ron's mother) -Fall, hip
Susan Kochik - (Ron's niece) - therapy working
Neal Smith - Recovering from scalp surgery.
Ben Jones - COVID-19 - friend of Gary & Dot McDaniel
Mel Ott's son-in-law, Roger, tested Positive got COVID-19

However, I am trying to get us to take a moment and realize God already knows how
this coming year will go. He knows the trials and storms that are coming. He knows
the triumphs and times of peace that are coming. We can take solace in knowing that
even though we have no idea how 2021 will go, that our great God does.
Instead of building the next year up in our minds as we did 2020, what if we just resolve to trust in God come what may? I promise you that the arrival of January 1st,
2021, will not rid the world of the problems this past year has created. There will still
be people who lost their jobs. There will still be business owners that lost everything.
There will still be people adjusting to life who lost their loved ones. There will still be
the empty pews of those who lost their faith. So, instead of assuming all of our trials
will be over, we need to learn the ultimate lesson from 2020… THIS WORLD IS
NOT OUR HOME.
The brother of the Lord said it best, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow

we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a
profit’; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life?
It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead you
ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.’ But now you boast
in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil,” James 4:13-16. You see, we have to realize that not a single one of us knows what will happen tomorrow. This past year
should have taught us that fundamental truth. Instead of falling into the same trap of
expecting what will come, we need to DECIDE to trust in God regardless. Good or
bad. Anything less, and we are guilty of boasting in our arrogance, which God’s
Word says, “All such boasting is evil.” I truly believe 2021 can be the most incredible
year of our lives, but only if we stop worrying about WHAT WILL HAPPEN TOMORROW and focus on WHO HOLDS TOMORROW.

“I don’t know about tomorrow, I just live from day to day; I don’t borrow from its
sunshine, For its skies may turn to gray. I don’t worry o’er the future, for I know
what Jesus said; And today I’ll walk beside Him, for He knows what is ahead. Many
things about tomorrow, I don’t seem to understand; but I know who holds tomorrow, and I know who holds my hand.”
– Ira F. Stanphill, 1950

-Ben Hogan

