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Since crossing the border into Canada
10 days ago, I haven’t been watching
much news. But I noticed an article on
my Yahoo news feed this morning bemoaning (again) a lack of civility that
continues to plague our country.
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I gather there is a war of words regarding Sarah Sanders being asked to leave
a restaurant called the Red Hen. A provocative speech by Rep. Maxine Waters. Some cryptic comments by Rep.
Nancy Pelosi. Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi being heckled as she
bought tickets to see a showing of Mister Rogers, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor. And the President tweeting about something needing a paint job and
someone with a low I.Q. That’s about it. Eh?
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So, as a result, everyone is weighing in on social media and all kinds of vitriolic language is being hurled by one side against another. It seems that everyone feels obligated to make a statement or extend a gesture regarding their
political and social views on almost every topic. ThePreachersWord has
largely refrained from engaging in such debate except to weigh in on some
spiritual and moral issues. Neither have we personally tweeted or posted on
Facebook our opinions.

Of course, we have opinions. As the old adage goes, “Opinions are like noses.
Everybody has one.” Of course, someone may retort, “In your case have you
considered plastic surgery?”
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However, there is sometimes a virtue in silence. Benjamin Franklin is credited with saying, “Speak not but what may benefit others or yourself.” Then
he added, “Avoid trifling Conversation.” May we add to that to avoid bombastic outbursts. Avoid vulgar insults. Avoid crude and crass speech. Contin-

ued inside

Continued

Prayer List

It’s bad enough when have to hear it from our politicians, political pundits, star athletes and talk show hosts, but unfortunately, sometimes it is observed among Christians. Especially on social media.

01/24/21
Matthew Bruce deployed until April 2021.
James Powell - stomach problem.
Thomas Brewer's mother has moved to rehab. Keep in your prayers.
Katherine Trefethen - recovering at home
from fall & partial hip replacement
Charles McPeak's father in North FL has COVID-19
All Hart family - Pat now at home with cellulitis both legs.
Jess now home and weak but eating better.
Janis has shingles on head and face near eye.
Pray for Gary & Janis as they care for Jess & Pat
John DeMas' mother, Janet - New PET scan soon to determine status. Good
spirits.
Grace Meyers - in KY - friends of Bill's daughter - leukemia
Johnny Cunningham - retaining fluid. Came home 12/26 with meds.
Marsha Williamson - Parkinson's - implant surgery set for Feb. 9, 2021.
Beth Beasley (Marsha's sister ) - fractured shoulder, COPD, Hospice
Susan Kochik - (Ron's niece) - therapy working

Neal Smith - Recovering from scalp surgery.
Ben Jones - COVID-19 - friend of Gary & Dot McDaniel
Donna Knowles - Lost husband, cousin of Kaye McDonald
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK. IF YOU HAVE NEWS THAT SHOULD
BE SHARED IN THIS WAY, PLEASE CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL JOHN
BURCH OR RONALD MCDONALD.

The Flower Fund is in need of contributions. Please contact Karen
Ingram if you can help!

Coarse language, insulting retorts, abrasive attitudes have no place among the people
of God. As we model the character of Christ, we ought to exemplify civility, common
courtesy, and good manners.
The Bible is plain regarding the impropriety of rude and crude talk among God’s
people.
“But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named
among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor
crude joking, which are out-of-place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. (Eph. 5:4)
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you,
along with all malice (Eph 4:31).

In contrast, 1 Corinthians reminds us that “love is kind.” And “love has good manners.” It is not rude or crude. Love issues itself in speech that is ennobling, uplifting
and edifying.
The wise man reminds us of the value of a good word spoken to others, “Gracious
words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body” (Prov
16:24)
He further advises, “Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue keeps himself out of
trouble” (Prov.. 21:23).

He opines that “Even a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when he closes his
lips, he is deemed intelligent” (Prov 17:28).
Indeed “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (Prov
15:1).

In a time of fierce partisan divide, let us as God’s set apart people rise above the fray.
In our tweets. Our facebook posts. And our individual conversations.
May we constantly engage in gracious speech, “seasoned with salt” to kindly, considerately and with civility respond to others. Even with those whom we may seriously
disagree.
The prayer of the Psalmist might benefit us all. “Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth;
keep watch over the door of my lips!” (Ps.141:3). –Ken Weliever, The Preacherman

