
 

 

 

 

Matthew Conley 

Birthday 03/11/2021 

Linda Boren 

Birthday 03/12/2021 

Janis Hart 

Birthday 03/13/2021 

Jim Keith 

Birthday 03/13/2021 

Judy Robinson 

Birthday 03/13/2021 

John Demas 

Birthday 03/20/2021 

Claire Sims 

Birthday 03/21/2021 

Bess & James Powell 

Anniversary 03/21/2021 

Marsha & Doug Williamson 

Anniversary 03/21/2021 

Linda Wheatley 

Birthday 03/24/2021 

Becky & Jim Keith 

Anniversary 03/27/2021 
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It’s In Your Hands 
 
Once upon a time there lived high in the 
Himalayan mountains an old man 
known for his wisdom. Periodically, he 
ventured down into the local village and 
amazed villagers with his knowledge and 
insight. 
 
He knew when it would rain, and thus 
when the village should plant crops. He could predict the frost, and 
thus when crops should be harvested. He knew how to treat illness 
and prevent impending illness. Being so well respected, people would 
flock to him to seek his advice and counsel. They would bring ques-
tions and the wise man provided answers. 
 
One day a young lad wise in his own eyes, devised a plan to trick the 
old man into a wrong answer. He would catch a bird and ask, 
“What’s in my hand?” When the old man said, “A bird.” Then he 
would ask, “Is it dead or alive?” If he said, “dead,” the boy would 
open his hands and let the bird fly away. If the old man said, “alive,” 
he would crush it in his hands and let it fall to ground dead. 
 
The following week, the wise old man came down from the mountain 
into the village. The boy quickly caught a bird and cupping it out of 
sight in his hands, walked up to the wise old man and asked, “Old 
man, what is it that I have in my hands?” 
 
The wise old man said, “You have a bird, my son.”  Continued inside 
 

Contributions 

For those able to attend wor-

ship services at the building 

please leave your contribu-

tion in the box at the rear of 

the auditorium.  

For those who give by check 

and are meeting by Zoom, 

you can simply mail your 

check  to Kerry Lashlee 9748 

Bent Brook Dr Montgomery, 

AL 36117 

Contribution last week 

$4,600 
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Continued 

The boy then asked, “Old man, tell me: Is the bird alive or is it dead?” 

The wise old man looked at the boy, thought for a moment and said, “Son, 
the answer lies in your hands.” 

This old story reminds us of a never changing and always relevant truth. We 
hold in our hands the freedom of choice. “The greatest power a person pos-
sesses is his power to choose,” wrote Psychologist and author, Dr. J. Martin 
Kohe. We have the ability to choose right or wrong. Good or evil. God or the 
Devil. 

Moses, in his final days before handing over the mantel of leadership to Josh-
ua, offered a stirring challenge to Israel before they entered the promised 
land. “This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you 
and your children may live” (Deut 30:19). 

In a similar vein Joshua called the nation together in his days with this rous-
ing exhortation: “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 

land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord.” (Josh 24:15) 

William Jennings Bryant was right when he observed, “Destiny is not a mat-
ter of chance. “it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited for, it is a 
thing to be achieved.” 

God has given you and I this day. It can be used for His glory, or to our 
shame. It can be filled with goodness, or wasted with wickedness. Its hours 
can be invested in deeds that will produce divine dividends, or they can be 

squandered, leaving us spiritually bankrupt. It can be a day that will leave 
good memories, or end in bitter regrets. 

It’s your choice. It’s in your hands 

–Ken Weliever, The Preacherman  

 

 
Neal Smith update 
3/6/2021 - Neal Smith continues to be 
tested at Baptist South Hospital to de-
termine the cause of his abdominal dis-
comfort and general weakness.  He can-
not have visitors at this time.  We 
should continue to pray for him. 

 
Rene Pennington death 
3/06/2021-We received word this morn-
ing that Rene Pennington, wife of Don 
Pennington of Littleville, Al passed away 

this morning.  Don is the brother of Kaye McDonald.  Rene had recently begun 
chemotherapy treatment and early indications are she passed away from compli-
cations following a stroke.  Please keep Don and his family in your prayers.    Ron 
McDonald 
 
Matthew Bruce deployed until end-April 2021. 
Dawn Polk - Visitor restored Sunday, 2/28. 
Beth Boothe - Total right hip replacement, Thursday, 3/4. Recovering at home  
Vaughn Thayer - Had lumpectomy 2/24. Evaluating treatment plan. 
Johnny Mae White - GI Tract issues - kidney doctor in March to determine if 
dialysis needed. 
Sawyer Burch- serious rare genetic digestive problem (Trifunctional Protein De-
ficiency) (TFP).  Evaluating Monday, 2/29, in PA 
Sundee Mahone asks prayers to protect Tillman who is away at school. 
Thomas Brewer's mother now home from rehab.  Keep in your prayers. 
Katherine Trefethen - now going for walks.  Getting stronger. 
All Hart family - Pat at home and still with cellulitis both legs.  
                             Jess at home but still plagued with retention of fluid. 
                              Janis has shingles on head and face near eye. 
                              Pray for Gary, Janis & Janie as they care for Jess & Pat. 
                              Pray for Janie Brewer who assists Gary & Janis. 
John Demas' mother, Janice Lindner- Janice began first of five radiation treat-
ments on Feb. 8. 
Grace Meyers - in KY - friends of Bill's daughter - leukemia. 
Marsha Williamson - Parkinson's - Still evaluating tube placement. 
Beth Beasley (Marsha's sister) - fractured shoulder, final stages of COPD, Hos-
pice 
Agnes Kochik (Ron's mother) home now. Ron & Sharon driving there this week. 
Susan Kochik - (Ron's niece) - therapy working. 
Please pray for all of our Bible Correspondence Course students (about 38) 
Prayers requested by a Bible Course student for 30-yr-old friend, Kristen Mitch-
ell who had brain tumor operation 2/17/2021. 

 
 


