








PRODUCING FRUIT

Jeremiah 17:1, 5-13: “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with a point of diamond it is engraved on the tablet of their

heart, and on the horns of their altars...5 Thus says the LoRD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength,

whose heart turns away from the LoRD. 8 He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the

parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is

the LoRD. 8 He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its

leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” ® The heart is deceitful above all

things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? 1 “| the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man

according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.” 1 Like the partridge that gathers a brood that she did not hatch, so is he

who gets riches but not by justice in the midst of his days they will leave him, and at his end he will be a fool. 2 A glorious throne

set on high from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. '* O LoRD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you shall be put to

shame; those who turn away from you shall be written in the earth, for they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living water.

Our theme for the year is, “Create in Me a Clean Heart.” | believe this is a great set of verses to reflect upon when it comes to this
thought. This chapter begins with the fact that God knew the hearts of Judah. We can take from this He also knows what is written
on our heart. He knows when we turn our heart away from Him. However, we can take confidence in the fact that God knows our
heart because He also can see when our heart is in the correct condition. Verses 7 and 8 are key; we must trust in God for, if we
trust in God, we will not fear anything which approaches us in this physical life. “Those who wait upon and trust the Lord are able
to endure the trials of life, as they draw upon the strength that He alone provides (Psa. 1:1-3, Phil. 4:12-13). The godly are like the
tree that has a bountiful supply of water. They are able to continue on, no matter what the circumstances in life may be. They
continue to bear the fruit of righteousness unto God.” (Humphries, J. Truth Commentaries: Jeremiah. 235-236). So, God knows
our hearts, but how do the people in this physical life know our heart? By our FRUIT! The fruit that we bear during this physical life
will show others who we are and what we stand for. If our heart is in the right condition, our fruit will be plentiful and bring others to
God. The Lord will “give every man according to his ways.” If our ways (heart) are correct, we will be bearing good fruit and we will

be rewarded in heaven! If our ways (heart) are not correct, we will bear bad fruit and we will be rewarded differently.

This section of verses concludes with the fact that the Lord is “the fountain of living water.” The Lord truly is the fountain; this
fountain can cleanse our heart. 1 John 1:7 tells us that Jesus cleanses us from sin: “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,

we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.”

We have been provided a way to cleanse our heart through the death of Jesus Christ. This way does not happen by accident; it is
the choice we made when we were baptized, recognizing that Jesus died to cleanse our heart! If we have not been baptized, our
heart has not been cleansed. We must cleanse our heart (1 Pet. 3:18-22)! Also, if we sin, we must repent. We must cleanse our

heart (1 John 1:9)! If we focus on God through this life, we will have a clean heart and GOOD FRUIT WILL BE THE RESULT!







