Jesus, Our Hope

John 14:1-7
Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you;
for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. And
you know the way where I am going.” Thomas said to
Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how
do we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father
but through Me. If you had known Me, you would
have known My Father also; from now on you know
Him, and have seen Him.”
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+18&version=NASB

Jesus: The Way
Isaiah 40:3 A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the
Lord in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a
highway for our God.
Jeremiah 32:38-40 They shall be My people, and I will
be their God; and I will give them one heart and one
way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good
and for the good of their children after them. I will
make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not
turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put
the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn
away from Me.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+32&version=NASB

Jesus: The Truth
Psalm 85:9-13
Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
That glory may dwell in our land.
Lovingkindness and truth have met together;
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth springs from the earth,
And righteousness looks down from heaven.
Indeed, the Lord will give what is good,
And our land will yield its produce.
Righteousness will go before Him
And will make His footsteps into a way.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+85&version=NASB

Jesus: The Truth
John 18:37-38 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am
a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have
come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who is of the truth hears My voice.” Pilate said to Him,
“What is truth?”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NASB

Jesus: The Life
John 11:21-26 Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if You
had been here, my brother would not have died. Even
now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will
give You.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to
her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes
in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives
and believes in Me will never die.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11&version=NASB

Some Considerations About Hope
Defined: Desire with expectation
Use in language:
example: Hoping to win the lottery
Elements of Hope:
• The final result or state
• The process or path to achieve the result
• The substance of the system

The Lottery Fallacy
The process: The odds of winning
The system: The effect on low income
The result: Surprising number of bankruptcies, first
year pain, taxes and harassment

So why do so many people buy into it?

Greeks/Romans and Hope

Pandora’s Box

Hope Is Important
1 Corinthians 13:8-13 Love never fails; but if there are
gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are
tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be
done away. For we know in part and we prophesy in
part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be
done away. When I was a child, I used to speak like a
child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I
became a man, I did away with childish things. For now
we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I
know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also
have been fully known. But now faith, hope, love, abide
these three; but the greatest of these is love.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+13&version=NASB

Hope’s Relationship To Faith
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

The impact of having errant hope is errant faith.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11&version=NASB

Indicators of Compromise

1 Thessalonians 1:2-5 We give thanks to God always for
all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;
constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ in the presence of our God and Father, knowing,
brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; for our
gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;
just as you know what kind of men we proved to be
among you for your sake.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+1&version=NASB

1 Thessalonians 3:6-7 But now that Timothy has come to us
from you, and has brought us good news of your faith and love,
and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as
we also long to see you, for this reason, brethren, in all our
distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your
faith…
1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 Now as to the love of the brethren, you
have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are
taught by God to love one another; for indeed you do practice it
toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+3&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+4&version=NASB

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so
that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep
in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+4&version=NASB

Comfort
(not to be confused with peace and contentment)
vs. Evangelism
vs. Surrender
vs. Work
vs. Sacrifice

The Kano Analysis

https://www.isixsigma.com/tools-templates/kano-analysis/kano-analysis-customer-needs-are-ever-changing/

Missing the mark in any element of:
The Way, The Truth, and The Life

Indicators of Strength

The Helmet of the Hope of Salvation
Ephesians 6:14-17 Stand firm therefore, having girded
your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate
of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to all,
taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able
to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.
1 Thessalonians 5:8 But since we are of the day, let us
be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+6&version=NASB

The Helmet of the Hope of Salvation
Isaiah 59:15-17 Yes, truth is lacking; And he who turns
aside from evil makes himself a prey. Now the Lord saw,
And it was displeasing in His sight that there was no
justice. And He saw that there was no man, And was
astonished that there was no one to intercede; Then
His own arm brought salvation to Him, And His
righteousness upheld Him. He put on righteousness
like a breastplate, And a helmet of salvation on His
head; And He put on garments of vengeance for
clothing And wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+59&version=NASB

Anchored
Hebrews 6:13-18 For when God made the promise to
Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He
swore by Himself, saying, “I will surely bless you and I
will surely multiply you.” And so, having patiently
waited, he obtained the promise. For men swear by one
greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as
confirmation is an end of every dispute. In the same
way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the
promise the unchangeableness of His purpose,
interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable
things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who
have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to
take hold of the hope set before us.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6&version=NASB

Anchored
Hebrews 6:19-20 This hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which
enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a
forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6&version=NASB

Colossians 1:25-27 Of this church I was made a
minister according to the stewardship from God
bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully
carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the
mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and
generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,
to whom God willed to make known what is the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.
1 Timothy 1:1-2 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus
according to the commandment of God our Savior, and
of Christ Jesus, who is our hope, To Timothy, my true
child in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=NASB

