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Giving And Receiving
John Thompson

Without a doubt people love to give. If that were not
so, there would not be so many special days designated
as opportunities to give gifts. Anniversaries, birth days,
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, secretary’s day, and so on, all
reminding us of Paul’s statement to the Ephesian that
Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
(Acts 19:35) For the most part we give because we want
to give. We give cheerfully because we want to give
cheerfully; it pleases us to give cheerfully. And, we give
generously because we want to give generously; we value
the one receiving the gift and we fully intend to give a gift
that reflects how much we value the recipient.
Consequently, we put much thought and planning into
insuring that our gifts are just right for the intended
recipient.

For every gift given there is a recipient. If the
recipient of the gift meets all of the giver’s expectations in
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giving, then the giver comes away with very positive feelings
about the transaction and all of his forethought and
planning are worthwhile. Frequently, however, the receiver
does not value the gift in a way that matches the value
placed upon it by the giver. Perhaps he or she briefly
examines the gift, says a rather unemotional “thank you”
and moves on to other things. Perhaps the recipient says
something like, “just what | needed, another....” When the
giver senses that the recipient does not value the gift as
much as he or she does, disappointment sets in and the
relationship may suffer.

The bible tells us that the greatest of all possible givers
has given the greatest of all possible gifts for the greatest of
all possible motives. For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) There can be no one
greater than God. Elihu, the youngest of those who thought
they knew the reasons for Job’s misery stated a truism
about God: Behold, in this you are not right. | will answer
you, for God is greater than man. (Job 33:12) Psalm 99 is all
about the majesty and glory and greatness of God. The Lord
reigns; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the
cherubim; let the earth quake! The Lord is great in Zion; he is
exalted over all the peoples. (Psalm 99:1-2)

There can be no greater gift than the only begotten
Son of God. Colossians 1:15-17 informs us of the value of
Jesus. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. This is the gift that God
gave us. Would any of us dare say that God has not placed
the highest of all possible values upon His gift?

This gift has proceeded from the greatest of all
possible motives: For God so loved the world. “The love of
God is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell; it goes
beyond the highest star and reaches to the lowest hell.”
God planned this gift before the world was even created.
No human has ever put such forethought into a gift.

Little space is left to go into our response to this gift.
Perhaps these verses will bring to mind others. But thanks
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:57) Thanks be to God for his
inexpressible gift! (2 Corinthians (9:15)









