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The Extra Step
John Thompson
I was at the cash register at a local hardware store paying for my
purchases and by way of conversation asked the young cashier if he was
working hard. Apparently, this was his cue to expound on his philosophy
of work and employment, which he proceeded to do. He said he never
works hard. If he did his employer would have to pay him more. He went
on to say he only does the minimum and never takes the extra step.
Walking to my car I found myself being rather critical of this young
man and immediately began composing this bulletin article in my mind.
What a shame, I thought, that this young man was content with just getting
by. How selfish he must be to consider “going the extra mile” to be
beneath him or too much for him to handle. Since then, however, I’m a bit
ambivalent about this fellow. On the one hand there is a need for people
who are content doing their little bit towards a well-functioning society,
and too much ambition can lead to all sorts of misbehavior. On the other
hand, there is a need for those who are willing to take what might be
considered extra steps. They are the ones who pick up the pieces, take up
the slack, pitch in without being coerced, and give of themselves in a
variety of ways.
The Bible is filled with examples of people who took the extra step
and we learn great lessons from them. Perhaps the one that stands out the
most in the minds of Bible students is the parable of the Good Samaritan.
The parable is found in Luke 10:30-37. A man travelling from Jerusalem
to Jericho was robbed, beaten, stripped of his clothing and left for dead.
You will recall that a Levite and a Priest went out of their way, not to
assist the injured man, but to avoid him by crossing to the other side of the

road. It is true that the Law of Moses contained numerous provisions
regarding being in contact with dead bodies, but neither the priest nor the
Levite troubled themselves to go look. They simply crossed to the other side.
The farther they removed themselves from the injured man the easier it was
for them to pretend they didn’t even see him, and there was less chance they
would be seen by someone else and criticized for their neglect.
Then along came a Samaritan who had compassion on a Jew who very
likely would have had no compassion on him were their situations reversed.
The Jews and the Samaritans had a history of hatred for one another for
several centuries, but this particular Samaritan had compassion on this
injured Jew when the Jew’s own countrymen had none. His willingness to
take the extra step put to shame the pious Levite and the Priest. The
Samaritan did not just go up to the injured man, stand over him, shake his
head, proclaim how unfortunate, and then continue on his journey. Here is
what the Bible says the Samaritan did for the injured Jew: He went to him
and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his
own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next
day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take
care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come
back.’ (Luke 10:34-35)
One cannot commend the Samaritan enough for what he did for the
injured Jew. He seems to have acted spontaneously without regard for his
own personal inconvenience. Nor does he seem motivated by a desire for
personal gain. After getting the injured man to an inn and caring for him
overnight, the Samaritan continued on his journey the next morning, having
left money for the Jew’s continued care. Perhaps the most exemplary action
by the Samaritan was his intent to remain interested in the Jew’s welfare and
pay for additional costs. Any of his actions alone would have been enough to
establish him as a compassionate man, but, taking all of his actions together,
he is an extraordinary example of selfless generosity. We wonder if we could
ever measure up to such a one. It is easy to conclude that this is just a story
Jesus told to make a point and that the Samaritan’s actions are so idealistic as

to be unrealistic, but we must not lose sight of who Jesus told this story to
and why.
A lawyer, intending to put Jesus to the test, questioned him,
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered, as he
often did, the question with one of his own, “What is written in the Law?
How do you read it?” Apparently, the lawyer knew the law because he
answered correctly, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind,
and your neighbor as yourself.” Then, Jesus answered the lawyer’s
original question, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will
live.” What was the lawyer to do to inherit eternal life? Love God with all
his heart, soul, strength, and mind and his neighbor as himself and he
would live eternally.
But the lawyer wasn’t finished. Continuing to test Jesus and desiring
to justify himself, he asked, “And who is my neighbor?”, That question is
what prompted Jesus to tell the parable of the Good Samaritan. The
incident concludes with Jesus asking the lawyer, “Which of these three, do
you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the
robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said
to him, “You go, and do likewise.”
Jesus informed the lawyer of what was expected of him: 1) Love
God with all his heart, soul, strength, and mind and his neighbor as
himself; and 2) be a neighbor and show mercy as he had opportunity. It
seems to me that Jesus considered those two expectations to be ordinary,
not extraordinary. It seems to me that Jesus is saying what man considers
to be the extra step is really just the next step that a Christian ought to be
taking. What do you think?
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith. (Galatians 6:10)

