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“OUR GOD IS AN AWESOME GOD”
A fad is defined as an “intense and widely shared enthusiasm for
something, especially one that is short-lived and without basis in the
object's qualities.” Another name for a fad is a craze. A fad is something
that catches on, becomes intensely popular for a time, and then fades into
obscurity. Almost anything is capable of becoming a fad; a song, a
person, an idea, a piece of literature, even a word or phrase. When words
take on new meanings and are able to be utilized in new and unique ways
our language becomes quite versatile and adaptable. However, words
that get caught up in faddish speech lose much of their original strength
and power, and, when out of vogue, they seldom regain what they lost.
Of interest to this article is the word awesome.
Awesome was originally a very strong and powerful word, used
almost exclusively to describe that which would elicit awe, that is
astonishment, wonder, amazement, and other jaw-dropping, actionhalting, falling to one’s knees responses. Now, the word is more
frequently used to describe anything one might find likeable. It is even
used as a noncommittal, meaningless response, much like a grunt, to
something someone has just said to you. For example, upon arriving at
work your coworker asks about your weekend. You say, “It was pretty
good.” Then the other responds, “Awesome.” In a very real sense this
word has become what someone has termed the American adjective,
used in place of all others. Consequently, it ranges from the meaningless
to meaning anything and everything.
It should be no surprise to students of the Bible that awesome is a
biblical word. A word search of the ESV finds 33 instances of awesome.
There are several words in the ancient Hebrew that are translated
awesome, as well as other words such as fear, trembling, and reverence.
Although I have not researched every Hebrew word translated with
awesome, I suspect nowhere in the Bible are they used in some common
or colloquial fashion. When I read down through the verses containing
awesome, I noticed that all 33 instances occur in the Old Testament.
Searching other translations found only one instance of awesome in Acts
and that passage was quoting from Joel. That which impressed me the
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most is that all 33 passages describe God or something about Him. In the
Bible it is God who is awesome. There is none like God. List every good
quality which one can possess and God is the very essence of each of
them, and while a single individual will never possess the entire list of
qualities, God does. There is nothing common or ordinary about the
Almighty God, and there is nothing common or ordinary about His
awesomeness. And so, when a brother prays and calls God awesome, or
when we sing, “Our God is an awesome God,” may we have in mind, not
some trivial use of awesome, but rather the most powerful and reverent
thoughts we can muster.
Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic
in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? (From the
Song of Moses, Exodus 15:11) For the Lord your God is God of gods
and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who
is not partial and takes no bribe. (Spoken by Moses prior to entering
the promised land. Deuteronomy 10:17) Now, therefore, our God, the
great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and
steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to you that has come
upon us, upon our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our
fathers, and all your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria until
this day. (Nehemiah 9:32; see also 4:14 1n2 1:5)
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