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NO ONE SAYS IT BETTER THAN GOD
The words people choose to use in presenting the gospel
message has been on my mind lately. Should one choose to
peruse the shelves at stores such as Lifeway, Berean, or Family
Christian they will find books filled with words foreign to
Scripture, yet overflowing with eloquence. Yet the gospel
message has never been about eloquence or stating things in a
more “unique” or “fresh” way. Man is lost in sin and in need
of a Savior. Jesus is that Savior by virtue of a sinless life,
selfless sacrifice, and resurrection from the dead. Man needs
to be cleansed of his sins by contacting the blood of Jesus.
After becoming a Christian, he must walk worthy of his calling
and glorify God in all things. God not only created the gospel;
He provided the very words to perfectly explain and present it.
Do not overlook this fact, beloved: the gospel message will
only be presented in all its power and fullness when God’s own
words are used in the presentation. In 1 Corinthians 2:12-13,
Paul says, Now we have received not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the
things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. I believe the NIV
does a wonderful job of capturing Paul’s meaning in its
translation: Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit taught
words.
As the moment of his death loomed, Paul sent a final letter
to Timothy, his friend and son in the faith. In that letter Paul
urged Timothy to follow the pattern of sound words that you
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ
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Jesus. (1:13) This is an appeal to Timothy to follow the
example of Paul even in the words he employed to preach the
gospel. How could Timothy do any better? After all, Paul
declared, For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel
that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not
receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it
through a revelation of Jesus Christ. (Galatians 1:11-12)
We have the same commission today. Peter said, As each
has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who
speaks oracles of God… (1 Peter 4:10-11a). Take a moment to
consider Acts 7:38, Romans 3:2, and Hebrews 5:12 to see that
speaking as the oracles of God is to use the actual words of
God.
Sinners do not need to hear a more “palatable” gospel
saturated with eloquent, sweet sounding words of human
wisdom. Sinners need to be changed. Only God’s gospel stated
in God’s way has the power to do that (Romans 1:16). AL
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