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MORE THAN “SIN MANAGEMENT”
Last week an interesting question was asked on Facebook.
The questioner wanted to know is there anything we can learn
for today from Jesus’ words in Luke 11:24-26?
When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes
through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says,
“I will return to my house from which I came.” And when it
comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. Then it goes
and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they
enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse
than the first.
One individual responded that a good application would be
those who focus primarily upon “sin management” without
thinking much of the positive, good works Christ desires in his
people. I think there is much to commend in that response.
Being a Christian is not just, or even primarily, an emptying
act. It is a filling one. There is far more than seeking to empty
one’s life of sin, “managing” it, in being a child of God. That
dead thing immersed into the blood of Jesus Christ was
resurrected there, vibrant and alive, filled with the Spirit, ready
and devoted to every good work. (Romans 6; Colossians 3:14; Acts 5:32; Titus 3:1-8)
I am saddened when I hear fallen Christians claiming that
being a Christian “is only about keeping rules.” That is so far
from the truth! There is such a thing as sin, it does create a
separation between man and God, and it must be avoided.
(Isaiah 59:1-2) Jesus’ sacrifice was specifically designed to
pay the debt for sin. (John 1:29) May we praise him eternally
for that!
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The result of that cleansing is a new life. Life is the key.
Living, active, energized, transformed. As a result of Christ’s
sacrifice, our having been washed in his blood, and moving
forward in trusting faith, we are equipped to finally be what
God intended his people to be from the very start—true image
bearers reflecting his glory into the world and sending praise
directly to his throne, the only place worthy of it.
God is honored when we avoid sin, yet even more so when
we fill our lives with the good works prepared before the
creation of the world. (Ephesians 2:10) May God open the eyes
of those poor Christians who imagine being in Christ is little
more than a matter of Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not
touch. (Colossians 2:20-23) Of course such Christians will
grow discouraged and frustrated. How could they not?
The true power of the Christ-transformed life is seen in its
energy. It is worshipful, joyful, faithful, prayerful, loving,
compassionate, service oriented, and filled with grace. It is
bold and gentle, courageous and merciful. It looks like Jesus,
and his example is so much more than “sin management.”
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