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THINKING ABOUT THE WORKS OF GOD
Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.
Psalm 111:2
What do you think of the works of the Lord? Do you think about
them? People don’t think about God as often as they once did. This is
obvious. There was a time when theology (the study of God) was
every gentleman’s pastime. While that is preferable to what we have
today, it falls short of the psalmist’s declaration. Studying and
considering the works of God must be more than a pastime. It must
become the happiest and most persistent pursuit of the Christian’s life.
Some take exception. They say that knowing God is the greatest
pursuit and can never be achieved by just knowing about Him. Jesus
himself says, And this is eternal life, that they may know you the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. (John 17:3) I
certainly don’t disagree with that! I do disagree with the sentiment
that it can be accomplished without knowing about Him. The facts
about God are not unimportant, secondary, or trivial. God speaks too
often about Himself and His works for such facts to be unimportant or
even less important. The process set forth in Scripture is as follows.
We study the facts about God to learn about Him. What the facts teach
us inspires desire to enter into relationship with Him. Once in that
relationship, continued study of His works increases reverence, awe,
and love.
When God speaks of His “works”, He often focuses on creation.
He points to trees, mountains, bodies of water, sun, moon, stars, and
more to remind that evidence of His power is around us at all times.
He speaks of angels, spirits, and the unseen world. He occasionally
speaks of the mechanisms that bring about such things as snow and
wind. Only comparatively recently has man learned more about these
mechanisms and how they work. Such discoveries magnify the
wisdom and power that set them in place to begin with.
The natural world is constant evidence to the existence of God.
(Romans 1:18-20) Such general revelation does have limitations. For
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instance, the natural world cannot explain God’s will for us how to
enter relationship with Him. These are found only in God’s special
revelation, the Bible. The design of general revelation is to proclaim
the glory, wisdom, and power of a Creator. There are not equally valid
conclusions regarding the existence of the natural world. It points to a
Creator and never to anything else. Even though this is the valid
conclusion, it will only be reached when one is willing to view the
Creator in reverence, awe, and deep humility. If one refuses, he will
go to great lengths to suppress the truth in his own mind and the mind
of others. (Romans 1:18)
For saints, the work of God in creation is not a once travelled
bridge to get from general to special revelation. It is a constant
reminder of the power and wisdom of the God we love and to whom
we’ve entrusted our souls. It’s a daily reminder that He who creates
also keeps that which we have committed unto Him against that Day.
(2 Timothy 1:12) Every new mind-boggling discovery showing the
incredible complexities of this world should continue to fill us with
wonder and the desire to ask others, “Have you seen what my God has
done?”
Adam Litmer
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