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Q AND R ON BAPTISM (3)

Question: “Do the passages that speak of entire families
being baptized imply that young children and babies were
baptized, too?”
Response: Two such examples are found back-to-back in
Acts 16. A woman named Lydia believed the gospel as Paul
preached. Verse 15 says, “And after she was baptized, and
her household as well…”. A few verses later, after explaining
the situation with the Philippian jailor, verse 33 says, “And
he took them the same hour of the night and washed their
wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.”
Lydia’s household and all the Philippian jailor’s family were
baptized. Some conclude from these accounts that very
young children and babies were included. I disagree for a
number of reasons, three of which we will discuss in the
remainder of this article.
Let’s begin by considering the context of each
conversion. The Lord opened the heart of Lydia to pay
attention to what Paul taught. The result of his teaching was
belief in the message and baptism into Christ. (14-15) The
jailor was told to believe in the Lord Jesus, along with his
household, and they would be saved. Upon hearing the
message and believing it, they were baptized. (30-33) Both
cases show the necessity of a reasoned response to the
proclamation of the gospel and a determined commitment
to the Lord it proclaims. Very young children and babies are
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incapable of this. Indeed, in these early stages of life they
are alive apart from the law. (Romans 7:9)
Secondly, why assume a household has young children
and babies? Some here at University Heights do while even
more do not. Not only is the presence of young children and
babies assumed in the households of Lydia and the jailor,
they are assumed for no legitimate reason. Supporting a
cherished practice certainly isn’t reason enough.
Finally, some advocates of infant baptism (sprinkling)
speak of it in terms of initiation into the parent’s faith or
declaring in some way the parent’s future intent for their
child. Such practices were invented by uninspired men a
very long time ago and possess no Bible authority at all. As
we stated in the first point, baptism is the result of hearing
and believing the message of Jesus Christ. It results from a
heart of repentance, humility, and deep gratitude. Human
traditions, no matter how ancient and treasured, do not
change the truth of Scripture.
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