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“THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS”
Our nation continues to try and digest the horror and
heartbreak of the Uvalde school shooting. Even in a country as
divided as this one there are some things it seems we can all agree
on. We can’t help but recoil at the evil of the murderer. We can’t
help but mourn for the devastated families of the slain. We all
agree that something should be done, though we are as divided as
ever on what it should be.
Some have concluded that whatever avenue is taken, “thoughts
and prayers” don’t have a place it. They say, “We don’t need your
thoughts or your prayers. We need your action and your activism.
We need you to get out here and actually do something.” Many
sympathize with such statements.
My first thought is that short of a mass, country-wide
conversion to Christ the type of evil witnessed in Uvalde will
continue to happen on varying scales. If a saint can contribute in a
beneficial way in addition to prayer and their daily Christ-like
example within their “normal” sphere of influence, I’m not sure
why they wouldn’t. Doing what we can to positively influence the
country or city in which we live is a biblical concept.
Some suggest that “you have my thoughts and prayers” has
become a throw away statement for many, similar to someone
asking, “How are you?” who couldn’t be less interested in how you
really are. Others imagine that for many it’s a statement designed
to avoid having to care or do anything. I’ll offer a quick thought
and prayer after which I’ll not allow myself to be bothered by the
current act of evil and immense sorrow it has caused. I sincerely
hope none of us who offer our thoughts and prayers fall into either
category.
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Fellow Christians, please remember this: There is no greater
good, no more powerful action, that a child of God can take than
in appealing to God directly through prayer. Jesus did what he did
to make this avenue available. (Hebrews 4:14-16) The prayer of a
righteous person has great power as it is working. (James 5:13-20)
This will always be true.
“We don’t need your thoughts and prayers. We need your
action.” I believe the inspired apostle Paul responds to both parts
of this statement. First, “pray without ceasing.” (1 Thessalonians
5:17) Second, “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those
who are of the household of faith.” (Galatians 6:9-10) Pray and do,
beloved. This has always been God’s intention for a remade people
“created in Christ Jesus for good works.” (Ephesians 2:10) The
greatest good saints can do is to go to their God in prayer. Is there
further good that can be done? Seek that as well remembering
that sometimes God’s positive answer to prayer may very well be
in the faithful, loving action of the praying saint his or herself.
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