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NO EXPLANATION NEEDED
Wednesday night brother John mentioned the tendency
for children to ask their parents “why?” after being instructed
to do a thing. That jogged a memory from before Jackie and
I were married and had our own children. In flipping through
radio channels I briefly paused to listen to an interview. The
interviewee was a child pyschologist and proclaimed “child
rearing expert.” During the course of the interview she said
that one of the worst mistakes a parent can make is
responding to a child’s “why?” with “Because I told you so.”
Years have passed since then and I now have three
children who have asked “why?” more times than I can
count, and a fourth who will begin asking soon enough. I
have come to disagree with the woman’s conclusion for a
few reasons based not just on my own experiences, but my
study of Scripture. We’ll focus on Scripture here.
Leviticus is one of the most neglected books in the bible.
It is filled with rules and laws that seem so foreign and odd
to us. I suspect some of them were just as odd to the people
for whom they were intended. There are times in Leviticus
when God explains his reasoning behind certain commands
and prohibitions. Other times he simply issues them without
any explanation. In those instances we sometimes find the
statement, “I am the Lord” at the conclusion of the command
or prohobition. (Note how often the statement is found in
chapters 18-20, for instance) This is God’s, “Because I said
so.”
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Is this a mistake on God’s part? Should he explain himself
to his children, satisfy every “why?” they direct his way?
Perhaps if he and his children were on equal footing in terms
of authority, wisdom, and knowledge. But they are not.
Consider Paul’s words from Romans 9:20-21 to be reminded
of this truth. It is a kindness on God’s part when he chooses
to explain his reasoning and thought process for various
commands and prohibitions. It is not a requirement. We
would do well to remember our place.
In fact, it’s not always a kindness to explain oneself.
When children have no possible way to understand the
explanation, “Because I’m telling you to do or not do this”
becomes a reminder to trust and have faith in one wiser, more
knowleddgeable, and more experienced. God’s “I am the
Lord” was not a dismissive and mean-spirited declaration
but a reminder that he knows what’s best even if his people
do not understand why it is best. It is God’s way of saying,
“I love you. You can trust me. I Am the Lord. Believe that!”
May God help us to do just that!
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