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LIES OR TRUTH?
Jerry had an automobile accident. We see him on the
phone with his former insurance agent, Jessica. Jessica has to
inform him that he no longer has coverage with that
particular insurance company, having recently dropped his
coverage in favor of another company. When Jessica tells
Jerry that she cannot help him, she hears the despair in his
voice as he begins to sob. She sympathetically asks, “Jerry, are
you crying?” Not wanting to admit his desperation, Jerry
responds, “I just bit my tongue.
You may recognize the above scenario as a current
automobile insurance television commercial. Commercials
promote particular products as being superior to all others,
attempting to entice viewers to purchase those products.
But commercials and advertisements are influential in much
more subtle ways. To the degree that they incorporate
lifestyles and activities God has declared sinful, they
normalize and legitimize those life styles and activities.
Consider the commercial referenced above. Rather than
admit that he is crying, Jerry lies. His lie is presented in the
commercial as an acceptable way to cover his weakness.
The Bible is clear about lying and truth. They cannot
coexist. One eliminates the other. God loves truth; in fact, He
is the originator of truth. Satan, however, loves lying and is
the originator of it. John 8:44 describes Satan as “a murderer
from the beginning.” The passage goes on to say that Satan
has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is
a liar and the father of lies. In contrast to Satan, Proverbs
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6:16-19 informs us that There are six things that the Lord
hates, seven that are an abomination to him: haughty eyes, a
lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that
devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a false
witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord
among brothers.
We should not be taken in by the subtle message that lying
is acceptable. Rather, let us look forward to being in heaven
where God lives and where lying cannot exist. We must speak
the truth to others. Ephesians 4:15 says, Rather, speaking the
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is
the head, into Christ. Verse 25 of Ephesians 4 says Therefore,
having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth
with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. In
addition, we must gratefully accept the truth when it is
spoken to us. Paul asked, in Galatians 4:16, Have I then
become your enemy by telling you the truth? One who tells us
the truth is our friend, not our enemy.
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