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Listen to PROVE ALL THINGS on 730 AM WKRE, Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:30

Lessons from Daniel 3
by Dempsey Collins

1. Nebuchadnezzar’s image is humiliated (3:5)
Jehovah is exalted (3:28, 29 – cp.; 2:44; 5:3-6; Jer. 10:1-11; Ex. 8 ff)
2. Satan will always give you a second opportunity to sin (3:15 cp.; Num. 22:7 ff;
Gal. 2:11-13; II Tim. 4:10; Matt. 5:28)
3. Don’t be fooled by Satan’s images
* All sin is appealing on the surface
* It gleams like gold in the sun
* It appeals to the senses
* But it brings death (Rom. 6:23; James 1:14-16; Heb. 11:25; John 8:44)
4. God is able to deliver us
3:15 “What god is able?”
3:17 “Our God is able.”
(cp. I Cor. 10:13; I Sam. 14:6, 7; I Cor. 1:27-29; Judges 7:8; 14-16)
5. God has not forgotten His people
(3:28; cp. Rev. 2:2, 9, 13 ff; Rom. 8:28; II Cor. 5:10)
6. Faith is rewarded (3:28 cp.; I Cor. 15:58; Gal. 6:9; Heb. 11:1ff)
7. Faith must be strong “even if God chooses to not save our physical life”
(3:18; James 1:23; 8:1-4; Job 1:20-22; Acts 7:58; 8:1-4)

HELP THE RICH
by L.A. Stauffer

In our nightly family devotions, two of our daughters invariably pray: “help the rich and the
poor.” It’s not unusual to hear someone pray for the poor; their needs are outward and are
obvious to all. But I don’t think I’ve heard anyone ask God to help the rich, so it struck me as
being odd when our children first offered this prayer. These seven and ten year old
children don’t realize it, but they have hit on a very important need.
The rich do need help. The Bible often speaks of the deception of riches (Matthew 13:22)
and their danger to the soul (Mark 10:24). The need of rich folks is inward and is therefore
of much more importance than a poor person’s need for food or clothes. The rich need help
so they don’t trust in riches and forget God (Mark 10:24). They need help so they don’t
become high-minded and begin to look condescendingly upon their “common” brethren
(I Tim. 6:17). They need help so they don’t make treasures on earth their master and idol
rather than treasures in heaven (Matt. 6:19-24; Col. 3:5). They need help so they don’t
become attached to their wealth and neglect the needy (Luke 16:19-30). They need the
help of God who through the Scriptures can mold in them an attitude that does not “love
money,” which is the root of all kinds of evil (I Tim. 6:10).
I’ve heard folks say that if a depression hits, we’ll just have to learn to live with poverty.
What we need right now, though, is to forget the depression and learn how to live with
prosperity. The apostle Paul, according to the NASV translation, says: “I also know how to
live in prosperity” (Phil. 4:12). The Laodiceans, who boasted of their riches and were
indifferent toward the work of the Lord, had not learned as Paul did, the lesson of how to
manage prosperity (Rev. 3:14-22). Just as the Laodiceans, every one of us needs the help of
God to handle aright our prosperity.
Yes, I said, “our prosperity.” Brethren, according to the first century standard, we are
wealthy. And we can handle our prosperity if, like the Macedonians, we first give ourselves
to the Lord (II Cor. 8:5). God, help us.
L.A. wrote the above article several years ago but its truths are as much needed today as when
it was first written.

NOTES & NEWS:
Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses.
“...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16
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